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The one great rule 

of composition is to 
popeak the truth. 

—Thoreau 
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Senate Gets 
$50 Million 


Tax Program 


House Approves Taxes 
On Gasoline, Tobacco, 
Natural Gas, 86 to 50 


AUSTIN 


It is now a practical certainty 
that the Shivers Administration 
tax program will be approved by 
the 54th Legislature in modified 
form. Final passage of the $50 mil- 
lion-a-year tax plan by the House 
Monday ended on the stiff opposi- 
tion it has been receiving. When 
the Senate takes it up, substantial 
modifications are expected along 
the line of increased consumer 
sales taxes. 

Shivers wanted a two-cent gaso- 
line tax, which would have raised 
$64,000,000 a year. The House- 
passed bill provides for a one-cent 
sales tax on gasoline, and, in addi- 
tion, one cent more per pack of cig- 
arettes, 
tax, higher beer and 
license fees, 
loose tobacco and snuff, and a peg- 
ged eight percent tax on the value | 
of natural gas. (The natural gas |! 
levy was to drop to 7 percent in 
1957.) 

Rep. Jerry 
Grove, called the 
90 percent a sales tax.” 
his effort to recommit the 
102-40, Monday. 

Rep. Charles Hughes of Sherman 
failed, 96-45, to bring up a tax of 
one-eightieth of one cent per gal- 
lon of gasoline refined. It would 
have raised only $2 million a year, 
but Hughes said: 

“If they (the 


(Continued on | Pee 5) 
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Sadler, 

tax bill 
but he lost 
bill, 


Hickory 


refineries) can't 





a new retail trade stamp | 
dealer | 
taxes on chewing and | 


“almost | 


AUSTIN 
The most glittering social 
and cultural event of the year 
in the Legislature—with the 
exception, of course, of the 
Governor’s Duck Hunt—came 
off with a flourish this past 
weekend. 


A dozen members of the Texas 
House of Representatives winged 
to Lexington, Ky., Thursday, came 
right back again for an unantici- 
pated Friday session, then headed 
once more for the Blue Grass for at 
least one day of hoss racing at 
Keeneland Track 
But the weekend 
bling hells hardly seemed worth 
it all, considering the agonies 
thrust upon the junketeering legis- 


in the gam- 





lators. They were badgered by 
other lawmakers, pursued by pho- 
| tographers, plagued by reporters, | 
|and spied on by lobbyists. There 
was some speculation as to whether | 
ithey even got to see a horse 

They arrived back in Austin 
Sunday, a bit bushed perhaps but 
probably not from toiling over the 
| tote boards. Most of their energies 


were expended dodging the gleeful 
snoopings of their many pursuers 


| Some unkind critics cracked that 


| they did more racing than the} 
{than the horses on the track 
They were so _ determined to 


dodge reporters and kibitzers that | 
the plane carrying them landed at | first appeared on the Texas 


Georgetown airport, about 30 miles 
from Austin, on the final return 
trip Sunday afternoon at 5:30. They 


tal City passengerless 
It was a nerve-wracking 
eupeciones, to be sure, 


tiring 





Brownell Won't Clarify 
U.S. Tidelands Attitude 


WASHINGTON 


was a compensating factor: Ten- 
nessee Gas Transmission Company 
was the beneficent host. 

The dozen members, part of what 
some left-behind lawmakers have 
termed the “exclusive set” in the 
House, boarded a plane for Lexing- 
ton just after lunch on Thursday. 

They were forced to return af- 
ter two hours in Kentucky for a 
Friday session of the House. They 
caught the plane again Friday af- 
ternoon, all the time outwitting 
lobbyists, outhinking kibitzers, and 
outracing photographers and re- 
porters. 

They stayed at Campbell 
in Lexington and witnessed, it is 
presumed, a few horse races, the 
warmups for the Kentucky Derby 
to be run in Louisville in May. 


House 


12 Solons Fly to the 


Tennessee Gas Honors Friends With rpm: Junket 


There may have 
along, but no 
sure about this excep 
tioners. And they wer 
The heart of all 
dodging and dark intris 
Bill 7, a measure auth 
J. B. Walling of Wi 
would authorize the Rai 
mission to control 
way it controls oil. Back 
would prevent “self 
from out of the stats 
gas at a fraction of 
and selling it to 
prices better than Tex 
themselves can buy 
Opponents of the 
“price fixing” and wart 
result in higher 
gas consumers 


peen 
one 











Constitution Party—I 





- Boycott 


By MARIE HALPENNY 
Written for The Texas Observer 
(First of a series) 

SAN ANTONIO 


Constitution Party 


The 


| ballot during the presidential 
jelection of 1952, when it ran 


motored into Austin. The pilot of /General Douglas MacArthur 
the airplane filed a flight plan from | for President and Vivian Kel- 
Georgetown and flew to the Capi- | lems for Vice-President. Sen- 


;ator Harry F. Byrd of Vir- 


but there; 8iNia was originally sched- 
—_—_———.|uled to run on the ticket for 


| Vice-President, but when the 
|Texas Secretary of State in- 





‘formed Byrd that his name 
/was on the ticket, Byrd re- 
fused. 


} Now national in scope, the party 
| got its start in San Antonio in Aug- 


US Attorney Genera? Herbert Brownell has declined to | ust, 1950. Its founder, Bard A. Lo- 
spell out the Justice Department’s position on the Texas | gan, originally of Greenfield, In- 
claim of ten and a half miles as its “rightful and historic” 


share of offshore lands. 

Reporters began questioning 
Brownell on the still-simmering | 
tidelands controversy after Texas 
Attorney General John Ben Shep- 
perd announced two weeks ago that 
the Justice and Interior depart- 
ments are apparently going to con- 
test the Texas claim. 

Shepperd indicated that the fed- 
eral agencies would do this by op- 


posing a lease sale of offshore lands 


by Texas in May. Texas Land Com- 
missioner Ear] Rudder was also in 
Washington, where, with Shepperd, 
he learned the Justice Department 
was holding up the deal. Texas 
must make joint plans with the 
Federal Government on some lease 
sales which involve land both in- 
side and outside of the ten-and-a- 
\_half-mile limit. 

Senator Price Daniel wired Rud- 
der from Washington that he thinks 
Texas may sell offshore oil and gas 
leases on May 3 without protest 
from federal officials. 

He said he had conferred with 
Justice and Interior Department of- 
ficials on the matter and that it is 
his belief they will do nothing to 
interfere with the sale. However, 
Daniel said*no official decision has 
been made by either department. 

Rudder announced his intention 
of going on with the scheduled 
sale, although possibilities of fed- 
eral agencies casting a cloud over 
the leasing by a later protest might 
dampen some of the bidders’ en- 








| 

Brownell was asked by reporters 
it his department has x74 
| “several different ways” what ap- 
| peared to be “unqualified state- 
ments by President Eisenhower’ 
that the Texas boundary was at 
|ten and a half miles. Brownell re- 
| plied that the President had never 
|asked him for a legal opinion. 

When asked then to state if the 
Justice Department would agree to 
the boundary as specified by Eisen- 
however, he declined to do so. 

At Brownell’s last press confer- 
ence, he denied there was anything 
pending now in the department re- 


’ 


garding the tidelands argument. 
But when asked if the department 
planned to bring court action 


against Texas to decide title to off- 
shore lands, Brownell’s only com- 
ment was: “Not immediately.” 

Shepperd says that the Justice 
Department apparently thinks the 
Texas claim to offshore lands is 
valid only to the three mile limit. 
Texas has always claimed its off- 
shore lands extend ten and a half 
miles out—the “historic” boundary 
as specified under its treaty with 
Mexico, 

Until. the boundary is officially 
set—until some consistent policy is 
reached—Shepperd and Rudder be- 
lieve that Texas cannot be said to 
have full possession under the 
tidelands law of all the offshore 
land inside the ten-and-a-half-mile 


|diana, is agent for the Wagner 
|Kriss Kross Directory, a cross ref- 
'erence telephone directory, in Aus- 
tin, Corpus Christi, and San An- 
tonio. He lives in San Antonio. 


DAC Lays Plans 
For Organization 


AUSTIN 


Texas Democratic leaders meet- 
ing here Saturday set a May 15 
deadline for the selection of ten 
regional chairmen for the organiza- 
tional drive to carry Texas for the 
loyal Democrats in 1956. 

These ten chairmen will consti- 
tute the organizational steering 
committee of the Texas Democratic 
Advisory Council, along with the 
Council’s six officers. The steering 
committee will select a statewide 
organizational director. 

The 64-member executive com- 
mittee of the D.A.C. agreed to the 
regional meeting unanimously, it is 
understood. There was disagree- 
ment on the May 15 deadline, some 
wishing to set it later, but May 15 
prevailed. 

The meeting was closed to re- 
porters, as was the meeting of the 
Council as a whole in Waco ear- 
lier this month. The Texas Ob- 
server learned of some of the con- 
clusions of the meeting afterwards. 
Byron Skelton of Temple, chair- 











thusiasm. 


limit. 


(Continued on Page 4) 


Minutewomen 


Them 


In the spring of ‘52 
working for MacArt! 
dent, flew to Little f 
sas, to greet the Ger 
return there. 

Logan also had oth 
fire. Starting his 
party as an ex-Re} 
gruntled with his lack 
in local Republicar 
nevertheless still atte 
an active part in fo 
cinct’s Republican 
as July 26, 1952, 
he formed the Constit 
Logan was still actin 
can precinct chairmar 
tonio’s precinct 90. Or 
Republican precinct 
held in Logan’s hom«s 
himself as a support: 
President. The Logar 
defeated, 12 to 5 

Before the 
Constitution Party, 
splinter parties, had 
ence. Then, in 
head of the 
to attend a conventior 
eration America, Inc 
man Hotel in Chica 
7-8. The party we: 
a new country-wide 
litical organization 

The convention 
one. Factions soo: 
a final split on 
third party. Thoss 
third party were 
Suzanne Silvercruy 
founder of the Mir 
U.S.A. Percy L. Gre 
named temporary 
Mrs. Stevenson 
chairman. 

Logan, who had 
the group reconvens 
having his Constituti 
christened the Constit 
of the United States 
recognized as the Tex 
Upton Close was 1 
publicity director for t! 
gave a review of the 


sumn 


party 


iS 


s 


his August 18, 1952, i 
Ups. In concludin 
Close commented 
—but not blatant” 
meeting. He wrote 
“The work of 
Chairman Greaves 
the paper ‘Christiar 
and co-Chairman St« 
on leave from the Mi 


had had Christian 
Assembly was 
Lord’s Prayer, as well ath 
of allegiance. Already 

sons have been ‘advised 


opene vith the 


| 


> 
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he | that 
| with 
| treasury. The firm’s assets will be 
| liquidated and payments made to 
»>|claimants and policy holders after 
















































We will serve no 
group or party but 
will hew hard to the 
truth as we find it 
and the right as we 
see it. 





NO. 


aces 





The bill permits the state to fix 
inimum price for natural gas as 
‘waste-prevention and conserva- 
on’’ measure. It appears to be a 
fight between independent gas pro- 
jucers (backed by the Texas Inde- 


endent Producers and Royalty 
Owners Association) and the big 
as pipeline companies. Rep. Jamie 
lements last week called it “a 
fight between millionaires and bil- 
ionaires.” 
* 
The bill has not been doing well 


ly in the House. There is a hard 
»f opposition there. Tennessee 
Transmission Company—said 
biggest gas pipeline firm 
xas —apparently decided to 
the floor leaders of the oppo- 
a treat for their labors, be- 
week word got around 
12 of the most promin- 
of the bill were going to 
! weekend in Lexington 
Backers of the Walling bill im- 
ediately hit upon a dastardly 
the racetrack - bound 
ys left town Thursday, the bill’s 
would try to force a 
lay session with hopes of bring- 
bill up while the hard core 
f opposition was away 
Just as expected, the dozen op- 
1ents boarded a Tennessee Gas 
C-3 Thu afternoon and took 
f for Le 3ackers of H. B. 
then, by a close vote, got the 
go into a Friday session 
signals were immedi- 
flashed to the horserace en- 
siasts in the airplane, some- 
here near their destination. -The 
hip landed at Lexington, fueled up 
headed back for Texas. 


¢ the 


TT 


last 
10 or 
t critics 


the 


eme. If 

nents 
ng the 
rsday 


xington. 


se to 


Distress 


By then it was getting to be a 
ke. Backers of the Walling bill 
ild hardly contain themselves. 
They went out to Austin Municipal 
Airport with a photographer to re- 
cord the weary legislators’ return 
They waited around until 3 am 
Friday, but when the ship came in, 


nly a pilot and co-pilot stepped 
ut. The others apparently had 
been tipped off by radio. 
Among the “welcoming commit- 
e” at the airport were Rep. Jerry 
(Continued on Page 4) 


Insurance Outfit Folds 
With $49,000 Missing 


AUSTIN 
Texas Insurance com- 
broke since January, 
placed in receiver- 


20th 
to go 
has been 


The 
pany 
1953 
ship here 

The firm, W. C. Czigan County 
Insurance Company of 
folded this week, leaving 
2,000 policies void and $49,000 

n potire mysteriously missing. 

It was placed in receivership by 
Travis County District Judge Jack 
Roberts, acting on a suit filed by 
Attorney General John Ben Shep- 

The state’s petition alleges 
the company was insolvent to the 
extent of $45,889 and that it could 
no longer meet its obligation. The 
petition contained no allegation of 
fraud. 

A formal order from the State 
Board of Insurance Commissioners 
asking Shepperd to file bankruptcy 
proceedings showed that “funds of 
the company have been unlawfully 
withdrawn and dispersed” during 
1954. The amount was $49,000. 

“We don’t know who withdrew 
the funds, nor do we know where 
they went,” said Shepperd. 

The company was one of the type 
writes statewide insurance 
surplus of $10,000 in its 


Mutual 
Houston, 


about 


pera 


a 


liquidation costs are deducted. 








Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art. 
—JEFFERSON 


The People Do Not 


State legislators this session are deciding on a tax bill 
with virtually no basic knowledge about the distribution of 
the state tax burden. 

The people bear too much of the burden now in sales 
taxes. Entire new industries are completely untaxed; others 
are proportionately overtaxed; many with powerful lobby- 
ists are seriously undertaxed. But which ones? It all depends 
on what you hear. 

During the tax fights in the Texas House, nobody had the 
information. Members could not agree on a natural resour- 
ces tax program—and no wonder. Amendments were intro- 
duced in a casual and helter-skelter way, as though the 
members were merely slapping together a hut with the near- 
est sticks at hand. 

The Governor and the Guardians of Privilege in the Legis- 
lature can get away with a foul and unfair sales tax pro- 
gram because and only because the people and their spokes- 
men in the Legislature have no real idea who pays what and 
who doesn’t. It is a shame that our state Legislature has not 
been provided with research staffs for its committees. As it 
is, our lawmakers must depend on the selected information 
and form-fit conclusions of the lobbyists. Of the conserva- 
tives who can continue to persuade legislatures to increase 
sales taxes as long as nobody knows anything about the tax 
inequities now in force, one could not expect any active 
desire for complete information on our tax structure. But 
the liberals in the Texas House deserve the sharpest rebuke 
for abdicating their leadership and defaulting on the basic 
research an intelligent tax fight requires. They deserve de- 
feat; the tragedy is, the people do not. 


Sib buster 1. Ss 7? 


We have had two very colorful filibusters in the Texas 
Senate this session—Jimmy Phillips for an extra million for 
a state charity hospital, and Wayne Wagonseller, Kilmer 
Corbin, and W. T. Moore against cutting bus registration 
fees at the very time the State needs more revenue desper- 
ately to keep up even its present niggardly services to the 
people. 

These two issues were important, but they are merely 
symbolic when compared with the Shivers tax bill. If it 
passes, it will tax the people $87 million in sales taxes and 
add only $5 million to natural resources taxes. 

Will the handful of senators who fight for the people 
stand up and be counted on this iniquitous tax plan? 

Stand up until they drop? 

We'll soon see. 


Wheat Do huoak Ss? 


If the liberals win the State Government in 1956—as it 
now appears they will—what will they be for? 

Everybody knows they are against corruption. But, as 
Adlai Stevenson said, guilt is personal and knows no party. 

In their continuing concern about national issues, Texas 
liberals are prone to forget that Texas has special problems 
and needs which require hard constructive thought. 

The manner in which the water program has floundered 
through an indecisive and indifferent Legislature is proof 
enough of the disrepair of liberal policies in Texas. 

To ask a good question again: what are the liberals for? 


i Criticism 


A good letter of criticism of the editor appears this week 
in The Stump from some Austin Democrats. We have done 
our best to report goings-on among the loyal Democrats 
fully, but we have been handicapped by the fact that the 


we had to depend on second-hand information, and some of 
the developments could be learned of only in confidences 
which could not be violated. If Texas Democrats would let 
the press freely attend and report their meetings, we could 
do a better job. 
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Dr. Blake Smith on the Land Matter 


AUSTIN 


Dr. Blake Smith is pastor of 
University Baptist Church in 
Austin. The other Saturday 
morning, KTBC radio listeners 
heard him say: 


6“ 

Good morning: 

At the close of World War II all 
Texans shared with the rest of the 
country a feeling of deep grati- 
tude to the young men who threw 
their lives between us and a mon- 
strous tyranny. We wanted to do 
something for them which, in part, 
would make up to them for the 
time they had spent out of their 
young lives and for the sacrifices 
which they had made. 

To Texans, land is about the 
most important thing that a man 
can possess. Therefore, a plan was 
devised which would enable Texas 
veterans to purchase land—land 
which they could call their very 
own. A fund of one hundred mil- 
lion dollars was provided for this 
program. 

Within the last few weeks this 
state has been rocked from one 
end to another by rumors and accu- 
sations of mismanagement of this 


| fund. Few times in our history have 
Democrats have closed all their meetings to the press. Thus | 


people been so deeply stirred with 
indignation and amazement. The 
times are so critical that we simply 
must keep cool and steady. In that 
spirit and to that end I want to 
make four suggestions to my lis- 
teners. 
1 


The first suggestion is: We must 
not forget that in our Democracy a 
man is deemed to be innocent until 
he has been proven to be guilty. 
Within the last few years there 
have been too many instances of 
condemnation by press, radio, gos- 
sip, accusation, and counter-accusa- 
tion. This is not the American way. 
When a Grand Jury issues a “True 
Bill” that does not mean that the 
person involved is guilty. It simply 
means that the Grand Jury believes 
that there is sufficient evidence to 
warrant a trial. Whether or not a 
man is guilty of any offense shall 
be determined by the Courts of 
justice, and in no other way. In 
this instance many people have 
been accused but no one as yet has 
been proven guilty. And until the 
courts have rendered their verdict 


we must consider every man inno- 
| cent. 

2 
| My 


second suggestion is: We 
|should be on our guard against 
|those who would make political 
|capital of this situation. I suppose 
there will always be men who will 
use a situation like this as a band- 
wagon upon which they hope to 
ride into political office. Such men 
will beat their breasts and loudly 
proclaim that they are the defend- 
ers of public righteousness. What 
they really are is political oppor- 
tunists. If those whose duty it is 
to enforce the laws will do their 
jobs well, they will receive due 
recognition from a grateful public. 
But we must all be on our guard 
lest we be misled by those whose 
real interest is not public right- 
eousness and justice but their own 
political fortunes. 


3 


My third suggestion is more dif- 
ficult to state. Let me put it this 
way: When the Veterans Land Pro- 
gram was set up provision was 
made for the entire program to be 
managed by a three-man Veterans 
Land Board. The Governor, the At- 
torney General and the Land Com- 
missioner were named as members 
of this board. It was and is their 
responsibility to supervise this 
program in accordance with the 
law and the constitution. No one 
member or any two members of the 
board are responsible, but all of 
them are responsible. If one or two 
of them have been so busy that 
they could not give time and atten- 
tion to this important public busi- 
ness then they should have said so 
and allowed provision to be made 
for someone to be chosen who did 
have the time. 


Let me illustrate my point by 
referring to the business operation 
of the church which I serve. Title 
to all properties.of our church is 
held by a three-member Board of 
Trustees, and all business trans- 
actions are carried on by them. Re- 
cently our church purchased a 
piece of property which involved 
several thousands of dollars, and 
this transaction was made by the 
Board of Trustees. Of course, this 
is “small potatoes” when it is com- 
pared with the Veterans Land Pro- 





gram, but the principle is the same. 





If anything should go wrong with 
any business transaction of this 
church all the members of the 
Board of Trustees would be held 
responsible. It is the business of 
each one of them to know what is 
being done. 

In the same way all three mem- 
bers of the Veterans Land Board 
are responsible for the supervision 
of this program. It is the business 
of each member to know what is 
being done, and if any mismanage- 
ment was taking place it was their 
duty to know about it long before 
it had become common gossip. No 
one or two members can_ divest 
themselves of responsibility for 
what has been done. It was their 
duty, and responsibility to know 
how this vast program was being 
carried out. 

4 


My fourth suggestion is: No mat- 
ter what has been or has not been 
done, we should not lose faith in 
our public servants. Thousands of 
citizens, from secretaries to de- 
partment heads, are faithfully and 
intelligently serving our state. The 
many services which it renders in 
so many different fields are possi- 
ble because this great army of men 
and women manage the state’s bus- 
iness with the same _ intelligence 
and undeviating integrity that its 
members would manage their own 
business. We can not afford to lose 
confidence in them. 


In this situation where feelings 
run deep and when tempers are 
likely to break out of control, these 
are my suggestions to the common 
people: Consider every man inno- 
cent until he is proven guilty; be- 
ware of those who would make po- 
litical capital out of an unfortunate 
situation; expect and demand an 
accounting of their stewardship 


from all three members of the Vet- ° 


erans Land Board; and keep faith 
in the great army of our public ser- 
vants. They are worthy of our con- 
fidence. 

In these solemn times when, in so 
many parts of the world, people are 
putting out the lights of democratic 
faith and practice, it is our business 
to keep on the lights. And at a 
time like this when so many peo- 
ple are living at their worst, it is 
our responsibility to live at our 
best. 99 
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A PLAY IN ONE ACT 
By BILL BRAMMER 
. 


(News Item—The Justice and 
Interior Departments, Texas At- 
torney General John Ben Shep- 
perd says, will oppose the 
state’s sale of tidelands leases 
in May. They dispute the Texas 
claim of ownership to the “his- 
toric” 10'4-mile limit. He said 
the Justice Department “is still 
determined to try to keep Texas 
from getting more than three 
miles offshore, despite what the 
President said.” 

> 

The scene is a lonely, sub- 
merged, oil-rich beach off the 
Texas coast. Four lonely, sub- 
merged, oil-rich figures are visi- 
ble. They are casting bread 
upon the waters. With them is a 
child. 


A GOVERNOR. Tweedle-de- 
dee, tweedle-de-dum. Ah love 
these tidelands. Ah risked my 
political life for the school chil- 
dren of Texas. Ah told them 
ah’d get their tidelands back, 
and bah golly ah got ’em back. 

A SCHOOL CHILD: Don’t let 
“them take my tidelands away, 
sir, please sir. 

A MR. H. L. HUNT: No, don’t. 

AN EX-LAND COMMIS- 
SIONER: We made milliéns for 
the school children of Texas 
when I was commissioner. That 
last lease sale brought in $32 





Let Us Pray 


million. They’ve raised the pri- 
ces now, though. Could I inter- 
est you in some Minnesota land, 
Mr. Hunt? 

HUNT: No, don’t. 

AN ATTORNEY GENERAL: I 
went to Washington last week. 
I talked to some little men in 
high places. I was told the Fed- 
eral Government would oppose 
our sale of leases next month. 
They seem to be determined to 
keep Texas from getting more 
than three miles offshore, de- 
spite what the President said. 

HUNT: Did you see what 
Facts Forum said about the 
President? I warned you ... 

GOVERNOR: Youah Govah- 
nah went to Illinois. He talked 
with Ada-lie Stevenson. He 
asked Ada-lie if he was going to 
take the tidelands away from 
ouah school children if elected 
president. Ada-lie said yes, he 
was. How do you like that? 

SCHOOL CHILD: Don't let 
them take my tidelands away! 

ATTORNEY GENERAL: The 
Justice and Interior Depart- 
ments seem intent on fighting 
our historic claim of 10% miles 
offshore ... 

HUNT: Our rightful claim, de- 
spite those new lease prices. 

EX-LAND COMMISSIONER: 
Let me interest you in this Min- 
nesota land. 

GOVERNOR: Ah came back 
to Texas from [Illinois. Ah 
thought it over. Ah decided to 


put principle before party. Ah 
voted for a Texan. Ike said he 
wouldn’t take our tidelands 
away... 

ATTORNEY GENERAL: They 
are determined to try to keep 
Texas from getting more than 
three miles offshore, despite 
what the President said. 


GOVERNOR: This yeah of 
decision is a time to place prin- 
ciple above party and the in- 
terest of our state and nation 
above tradition and habit. I 
fear that Stevensonism will be 
Trumanism with a Harvard ac- 
cent. 

HUNT: Did you see in Facts 
Forum that the Daily Worker is 
for the Democrats? 

GOVERNOR (cursing): ADA, - 
CIO, PAC, PARR. Korea, Kom- 
munism Korruption! Argh! 

SCHOOL CHILD: Don’t 
them, Governor. 

HUNT: And don’t let them 
take away the oil depletion al- 
lowance from the school chil- 
dren of Texas. 

SCHOOL CHILD: Oh, 
please don’t! 

ATTORNEY GENERAL: The 


let 


no, 


Justice and Interior Depart- 
ments ... 
GOVERNOR: Will you stop 


that infernal nagging! Come, we 
will walk upon the waters. 


(All submerge to the 
mile limit.) 
(Curtain) 


10%2- 








Senate-Passed Parkhouse Strike Bill 
Would Be Worst of Anti-Labor Laws 


(Senator George Parkhouse of 
Dallas is notoriously a champion of 
anti-labor legislation, and Senate 
Bill 45, now passed by the Senate, 
is the worst of a series of his pro- 
posals. It now awaits action in the 
House in the closing days of the 
session. Houston attorney Bob Eck- 
hardt analyzes it below.) 

* 


HOUSTON 

Senate Bill 45 outlaws striking 
and picketing the objective of 
which is “to urge, compel, force or 
coerce any employer to recognize 
or bargain with ... any union or 
labor organization which is not in 
fact the representative of a major- 
ity of the employees of an em- 
ployer.” 

It also outlaws striking and pick- 
eting to “urge, compel, force or co- 
erce ... any employee or group of 
employees to join or select as their 
representative” such labor organi- 
zation, which is not, in fact, the 
representative of such a majority. 

This bill does not only outlaw 
force or coercion, but also peaceful 
persuasion, which has frequently 
been recognized by the courts as an 
aspect of free speech. 

Thus, the bill would outlaw (1) 
what is generally called a recogni- 
tion strike and (2) what is gener- 
ally called an organizational strike. 
The Taft-Hartley Act does not out- 
law either type of activity unless 
another labor union is certified as 
the representative of the employ- 
ees. Note, therefore, that the pro- 
posed Texas legislation would be 
even more restrictive than the Taft- 
Hartley Act. 

The policy question then arises: 
Should there be one law covering 
about half of Texas workers, whose 
work affects interstate commerce, 
and an entirely different law, set- 
ting up entirely different stand- 
ards, for the other half of Texas 
workers is purely intra-state com- 
merce? 

The interstate workers are pro- 
tected by election machinery per- 
mitting peaceful means of estab- 
lishing their majority. The em- 
ployer is required to bargain with 
them (if they represent a majority) 
by Taft-Hartley provisions making 
his refusal to bargain an unfair 
labor practice. Employees who en- 
gage in union activities are pro- 
tected from discharge by the Fed- 
eral Act, ani legitimate union ac- 
tivities are otherwise safeguarded. 

Under the provisions of Senate 
Bill 45 and under other existing 
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Texas statutes, no such protection 
is afforded intra-state workers. 
Though they may have a technical 
statutory right not to be discrim- 
inated against, there is no machin- 
ery in Texas law nor any agency 
to enforce this hollow right. 

Thus, Senate Bill 45 would add 





one more restriction to be placed 
on Texas workers in addition to 
the many limitations now in the 
statutes, and what a severe and 
sweeping restriction it is! 

Senate Bill 45, if enacted into 
law, could be used to take’ wway 
every means available to intra- 
state workers to assert their rights 
to be recognized as a majority rep- 
resentative of the employees of an 
employer. The requirement that the 
union represent a majority is stated 
in the Bill in the present tense. 
This means that the union must 
show it represents a majority of 
the employees at the time a suit 
for injunction is brought, that is, 
after the strike is commenced. 


There is nothing in Texas law 
that would prevent the employer 
(Continued on Page 8) 





Rare and Startling Discovery 


MARSHALL 


Sometimes clear _ perception 
comes slowly, as the gentle spread- 
ing of the light of dawn. Again, it 
comes in explosive doses, as the 
all but blinding flash of lightning 
in a storm. A contemporary Repub- 
lican organ up Dallas way has just 
experienced a startling revelation 
of the latter type. There is a lobby 
at work on the Legislature at Aus- 
tin!! 

Yessir, the Railroad Lobby has 
defied the will of the people and at 
this moment threatens the death of 
that bill creating a Trinity River 
Authority. To think, opines our big 
brother, that this—ugh—lobby may 
prevent the city of Dallas from pro- 
curing water freight rates by deep- 
ening and widening the so-called 
Trinity River for canal traffic. 


I sympathize with others who 
would have benefited from this 
River Authority, but for the voice 
of free enterprise to find the rail- 
roads a villain in the piece is the 
cream of 4n ironic jest. This same 
voice that has shrilled hysterically 
against T.V.A. and in favor of 
Dixon-Yates; that has made fren- 
zied outcry at government subsi- 
dized power rates competing with 
those of private enterprise, now 
blithely pleads for a subsidized 
river traffic to reduce rates fixed 
by those dear tax-paying railroad 
companies. 

But, back to the startling discov- 
ery of the Railroad Lobby. Has it 
not been known that the Texas 





Manufacturers’ Association takes a 
passing interest in legislative af- 
fairs; that such measures as the 
“Right-to-Work” bill and the Ford 
(or perhaps Lincoln now) bill did 
not spring spontaneously from the 
mind of an_ inspired legislator? 
Perish the thought, but, forsooth, 
there may even be a teensy-weensy 
little lobby backing the Trinity 
River legislation? 

Now that it has been discovered 
that lobbies operate in Austin, we 
may look for the daily press to 
come out fighting tooth and nail 
for the adoption of the Maverick 
bill proposing their regulation—or 
may we? 


Till After ‘56 


Good news comes from the Waco 
meeting of the Democratic Advis- 
ory Council. It has backed to the 
fullest a stand earlier taken in this 
column. By resolution duly passed, 
the Council urged proper treatment 
of the leaders who betrayed the 
Democratic Party in 1952. It ex- 
tended the welcome mat to all 
Democrats desiring to support the 
party, but resolved that no Demo- 
cratic leader who supported the 
G.O.P. nominees in 1952 should be 
given a position of trust or honor 
in the party until after 1956. 

The first rule of nature, self- 
preservation, would dictate this 
course of action. Good for the 
Council. Now Democrats should get 
in there and help it fight the party 
traitors. 

—FRANKLIN JONES 









The Seventh Year 
To the Editor: 

The Texas Veterans’ Land 
gram was designed to help t! 
tle people. The people of Texa 
wanted the man who had risked his 
life in combat and had giver 
time, his family, and | 
business to serve his count 
catch up with the stay-at-home and 
get off to a good start ir Vilian 
life. Any combat veteran vh 
really had to dig a hole and firs 
gun can be happy for thoss 
didn’t have to do this for 
and other legally valid 3 
War and particularly combat 
vice is an ordeal mentally, physi 
cally, and spiritually. The veteran 
question was never a question of 
raiding public funds or of demand- 
ing special privileges, in spite of 


the efforts of a few politician 
clever opportunists toward 
end. 


The simple reason for 
legislation was inequity j 
would return and find another man 
in his old job. The veterar all 
sorts of problems that the stay-at- 
home never fully underst 
had to face. So someone Texas 
really had a good idea. The idea 
was to help those who fought for 
their country help themselv: 


The veterans’ progra! was 


twisted and drained by bloodsuck- | 


ers. The corruption of the land pro- 


gram was a crime. It was an exam- 
ple of war-profiteering, pure and} 
simple. What was good was twisted | 


into a bad thing. And the 

tors are in the same class as the 
Garsson Brothers, General Bennett 
Meyer, and Samuel Insull. The land 
scandal is of the same mag! 
on the state level as the Te 
Dome scandal was on the ationa 
level. Except that these psecula- 
tors are worse. They used innocent 
men who served their « 

war as means to obtain | 





fortunes at no real risk to them-| 


selves. 


The fee and retainer syst¢ 
state officials, which has 
common practice in n f 
many years, will be weighed in the 
balance by the Texas pul 
found wanting. So will 


and other members of the State | 


Administration and _ its 
who have engaged in this practice 
The present State Admir 

would do well to feel the under- 
current of popular opinion. Issues 
once decisive im its favor ( 
forgotten. The general public may 
be tolerant of many f bu 
they understand the difference be- 
tween people who are careless or 
who are weak and thos: 
guilty of criminal acts. They will 
not permit those in a dul p 
tion to hold public office unle 
they drastically chang: : 
nor will the people tolerate any 
corruption fy vill 


uv 


whatsoever. They will 
demand that all publi fficials 
with criminal responsibilit be 
punished to the fullest extent 
the law. They see no difference 
tween a common thief who 
to the penitentiary, a thief of pu 
lic funds in public office, and one 
who aids, abets, or 
overlooks any wrongdoing 


It is not surprising that 
revelations come in the seventh 
year of the same State Administra- 
tion. The Dewey Administration 
swept into New York State with a 
show of great efficiency, but by the 
time it left power there were many 
scandals. The Green Administra- 
tion in Illinois is another example. 
The man who sent Al Capone to 
prison when elected Governor of 
Illinois presided over a house of 
scandal that was easily swept aside 
by Adlai Stevenson in 1948. Hard- 
shell Republicans, faithful follow- 
ers of the Chicago Tribune, crossed 
party lines for the first time to 
elect a liberal their governor. The 
Shivers Administration would do 


of 
veo 


is sent 


intentiona 


these 


| wrest control of the State Demo- 


~| quote rumors since none of our 


| Observer? 


for | by a few self-appointed leaders) 
a| were squelched, We are referring, 

for of course, to the organization of the 

he | D.O.C. at Buchanan Dam two years 

and | ago. It seems that history is re- 
rs | peating itself. 


n|the work—have a right to know 
| 
| 
t | 
o 
| 


s | We want to say that, in general, 



















































































well to remember this, and there 
are examples even closer home. 

DUDLEY DOUGHERTY 

Beeville 

(The writer was a member of the 

Texas House of Representatives, 

53rd session, and a candidate for 

the US Senate.) 
* 


‘Dallas News of the Leff?’ 
To the Editor: 

We watched with eagerness and 
anticipation the founding of The 
Texas Observer with you as editor. 
We approved wholeheartedly your 
efforts to keep the Observer free— 
to make it “serve no group or 
party” and to be “dedicated to the 
whole truth.” 

Much to our disappointment, it is 
beginning to appear to us that the 
whole truth is not being told—that 
news about certain developments 
within the “loyal” wing of the 
Democratic Party in Texas are be- 
ing withheld from the Democrats 
of Texas. 

Let us be specific. A meeting was 
held in Austin about two months 
ago at which plans were made to 
hold a statewide meeting in Fort 
Worth the latter part of this month. 
This was to be a meeting attended 
by people from all over the state 
who believe we should have a 
statewide organization to work to 


cratic Party machinery from the 
hands of those who use it to fight 
| the National Democratic Party. 

Now it is rumored that this 
| meeting will not be held. It is ru- 
mored that some action concerning 
this was taken at a recent DA.C. 
|meeting in Waco. (We have to 
newspapers have printed the facts.) 
|" We have been told that you at- 
tended both of the above-men- 
tioned meetings. Why have we not 
been able to read about them in the 


You will remember that the last 
| attempt to form a statewide organi- 
| zation (one controlled by the Dem- 
| ocrats of Texas and not dictated to 


| We think that the “little” Demo- 
| crats of Texas—the ones that the 
| so-called leaders depend upon to do 


| what is going on. 

Have our most recent attempts 
to organize been killed again? If so, 
who did it—and why? 

We realize that some people do 
not want these facts revealed. But 
we have had enough faith in your 
integrity to believe you would tell 
the whole truth—regardless of pres- 
} sure from any group. 


we have been very pleased with 

the Observer. It is a good paper 

} and an asset to the State. But if we 

|}cannot depend upon the Observer 

for facts about such matters as 

have been mentioned here, we be- 

lieve the Observer is in danger of 

becoming little more than a Dallas 
Morning News of the left. 

SAM G. WHITTEN 

BARBARA GIBBS 

BEATRICE BARTLETT 

FRED SACKETT 

VIRGINIA WHITTEN 

+ Austin 


(The editor did not attend either 
meeting. A reporter for the Ob- 
server went to the Austin meeting 
and was told he would have to 
leave unless he agreed not to pub- 
lish what happened. He stayed. The 
editor went to Waco for the Ad- 
visory Council meeting but was 
barred from the proceedings on 
grounds that they were closed to 
the press. See related editorial on 
Page 3. Nevertheless, the criticism 
is appreciated and well taken. If 
there is anything we do not want 
to be, it’s a “Dallas Morning News 
of the left.”—Ed.) 











N AIRPLANE, vou 
ion Company plare 


JUST 


TA 
Transmiss 





ONLY 


“ewpLovees 


1 sav? Ah, but snuggled away within this Tennessee 
at Austin Airport are twelve precious members of the Texas 


House of Representatives. They have just snapped the window curtains closed to avoid 


being photographed. They sc 
tographer, who did not get a 
lons to Kentucky for a weeke 
sion was somewhat marred w 


sport colleagues to pass the bill in question during their absence. 
aif 


attered like a March wind at the first appearance of the pho- 


shot of them boarding. Tennessee Gas flew the eminent so- ; 


nd at the Keeneland race track, but the dignity of the occa- 
hen they had to fly right back to f'ght an effort by spoil- 











THEY’RE OFF? 





The Race to the Races 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Sadler, lobbyist Claud Gilmer, and 
Jack Woodward, president of TI- 


PRO. Rep. D. B. Hardeman and 
several other legislators also 
showed up for the long wait. 

The pilot had nothing to say 


about where he had been or who 
he had carried, but word got 
around later in the morning that 
the plane had set down in either 
Waco, Dallas or Temple, where the 
wary legislators got. out to dodge 
their welcoming committee in Aus- 
tin. They motored into the Capital 
City from whereever they had dis- 
embarked. The pilot admitted the 
plane was owned by Tennessee 
Gas. 

The wayfaring members showed 
up at 10 am. Friday in the House, 
sleepy eyed and grumpy. They 
were ragged mercilessly by other 
members. 

Once, Rep. Joe Pyle of Fort 
Worth asked Speaker Jim Lindsey: 
“Mr. Speaker. do you know when 
post time is?” 

“It’s too late to get to the race 
track,” yelled another member 


“Are the horses still at the post, 
Pp 


Mistuh Speaker?” cried still an- 
other. 
“All right,” said Lindsey, “let's 


have order, members.” 

The returnees’ strength appar- 
ently had been needed, though, ‘be- 
cause there were only about a 
dozen votes to spare when the 
House decided to recess without 
taking up the gas bill 

When the motion to recess came, 
Rep. Maury Maverick was standing 


near the press table. “Let’s recess 
in honor of Santa Anna!” he sug- 
gested. 
“Oh no!” cried a nearby member 
“Not Santa Anna—Santa Anita!” 
The time was about 1 p.m. The 
word immediately got around: the 


boys were bound for the horseraces 


DAC Lays Plans 


(Continued from Page 





man of the executive committee 
released a statement to the press 
saying that the State had been di- 
vided into regions “for the 
of organization for the 1956 conven- 
tions and arranging money-raisin 
dinners to finance the work of the 
Democratic Party.” 
Charles Brannan, Sec: 

tary of Agriculture, will speak at 


purpose 


former 


banquet sponsored by the Texas 
Democratic Women's State Com- 
mittee Thursday, April 28, at the 
Baker Hotel in Dallas, and Senator 
Estes Kefauver will speak in San 
Antonio May 6 and Houston May 7 
under the auspices of the Bexar 
County and Harris County Demo- 
crats, respectively, and the D.A.C 


as a whole. 


e determined to re- | hotel in Lexington, famed among 
| racing enthusiasts. 
The members were not regis- 


tered by name at the hotel, how- 


again—they we 
turn. 

As members’ started clearing 
their desks for the weekend, occa- 
sional calls went up from the House The register showed instead. 
floor: |according to a report from a Lex- 

It's too late to place your bets,|ington newsman notified of the 
Pe ee ~~ “Red Wells and Party of 12.” 
: e horses > at th ost, they , . 
cag es are at the post, the} Red Wells is a representative of 
are lining up ; “ahi 

: 7 Tennessee Gas Transmission Com- 

“Place your bets. gentlemen. pany 

“They’re off!” ie ; : 

The Tennessee Gas DC-3 was at| The Lexington newsman said he 
Austin’s Municipal Airport Around | @l/ked to Bergman and Kirklin in 

the lobby of the hotel late Friday 


ever 





2 o'clock a waitress from the air- . 
port restaurant started storing|¢Veming. He said he asked them 
meals inside. The pilot and co-| about comparing Texas politics to 


|Kentucky politics. The reporter 
said Bergman and Kirklin told him 
they didn’t know much about poli- 
tics in Kentucky. 

—BILL BRAMMER 


pilot began walking around, check- 
ing the ship. 

Rep. Ben Atwell’s black and 
white Cadillac pulled up near the 
ship and several legislators clam- 





Gas | 
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AUSTIN | 


| People close to Governor 
'Allan Shivers here are talk- 
(‘ing about what the national 


| Democrats are going to do— | 


not what Shivers is going to 
|do. It seems a foregone con- 
|clusion that the Governor is 
fighting for re-instatement 
in the party he forsook in 
1952 for the Republican pres- 
icential nominee. His advis- 
‘ers here frankly admit that 
he is in trouble. 

| Shivers’s dilemma will be serious 
if the Republicans again 
President Eisenhower. He 


nominate 


wants to 


jlead the Texas delegation to Chi- 
| cago To do this, he must first win 
the state convention — and his 
chances of doing so have slipped | 
|somewhat since the first of the | 
year. But if he does, he still will 


Eisenhower or be confronted 
convention demanding his ejection 
as a delegate. 


A strong group is determined to 
|read Shivers and other 1952 bolters 


|the Chicago convention. 
Democratic national 
Mitchell, who 


Former 
Stephen 


chairman 


have to repudiate his allegiance to | 
by a 
| delegate 


out of the party if they show up at} 
uished Democrats 


|commands a large party following | 


|}and will probably be chairman of 


the 1956 convention’s rules commit- 


abandonment of the loyalty oath— 
announced in Washington two 
weeks ago—does not alter “the re- 
quirement of party responsibility 
|for delegates.” 

Mitchell said he will fight the 
seating of Shivers, South Carolina 
Governor James Byrnes, or Louis- 
iana Governor Robert Kennon at 
the convention. He also included 
Wright Morrow, Texas’ pro-Eisen- 
hower Democratic national com- 
mitteeman. All four backed Ejisen- 
hower in 1952. 


chairman of the party, would not 








bered aboard the ship. Rep. Doug 





Bergman stood outside and chatted 
with another member 

On the next load, Atwell’s car 
carried Reps. Cotton Kirklin and 
W. S. (Bill Heatley. Atwell’s secre- 
tary was doing the driving. About 
that time a photographer pulled up 
in a car near the plane. 

The photographer stared at the 
craft, then reached for the camera. 


Butler believes members of the 
its nominees. Excerpts: 


6“ 


One member stooped down and 
peered at this reporter from be- 
hind the tail assembly. Others 





scrambled aboard, and blinds in the 
windows of the plane snapped shut. | 
A few minutes later, the Cadillac 
returned with another load of pas- 
sengers. It slowed up as if to stop 
next to the airplane. A man stuck | 
his head out the window and| 
looked at the plane. the photogra- | 
pher, and the reporter. Then the 
Cadillac moved on around to the 
other side of the airport, several 
hundred yards away near the east | 
| runway 
| The plane’s engines fired and it 
| taxied toward the other side of the 
| airport, near the east runway. The | 


Beaumont, Texas 
Dear Mr. Mason: 


cratic National 





Dasis 





Butler's Views on Party Loyalty 


A letter which has been received in Beaumont from Democratic 
National Committee chairman Paul Butler makes it clear that 


DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
Washington 6, D. C. 
Mr. Richard N. Mason, President 
Jefferson County Democratic Club 


.... The door of the Democratic National Committee is open to 
anyone who indicates his devotion to the principles of the Party 
and his support of its nominees. It seems to me this is the best we 
can expect from persons who would be known as Democrats. Any 
move to return to the fold of our Party will have to be made by 
those desiring to return and upon the conditions stated. 

I am sure you will agree that I, as Chairman of the Demo- 
Committee, should not reject any person who 
desires to accept membership in the Democratic Party on this 


AUSTIN 


party should indicate support of 


PAUL M. BUTLER 


9 








photographer jumped in a car and 





tee, has taken the position that the |‘ 





| 





| 





| 


! 
| 


Shivers in a Fix 
On Party Loyalty * 


comment on Mitchell’s statement 


|but The Texas Observer publishes 


in this issue excerpts from a letter 
Butler wrote in which he says the 
door of the Democratic National 
Committee is open to those who in- 
dicate they will support the nom- 
inees of the party. Returning to the 
fold would be contingent on this in- 
dication and “devotion to the prin- 
ciples of the party,” he said. The 
letter was written April 5 to Rich- 
ard Mason, president of the Jeffer- 
son County Democratic Club. 

Mitchell told New York 
Correspondent Arthur Krock: 

“‘T am not alone in my deter- 
mination that the credentials of any 
or all of these three who were 
Democratic governors of their 
states in 1952 shall be challenged. 
This would be done at the first op- 
portunity, which might be in the 
national committee or in the com- 
mittee on credentials. 

“If a majority should vote to 
seat Byrnes, Kennon, or Shivers— 
assuming they would arrive with 

: credentials — there would 
be a minority report and a contest 
on the floor. And it is my opinion 
that’ at least 70 per cent of the ad- 
visory committee of very disting- 
who recom- 
mended abandonment of the loyalty 
oath test would vote to keep these 
gentlemen out of the convention.” 

Mitchell referred to the loyalty 
oath decision as a _ correction of 
‘mistakes of manners and form.” 

“The validity of the party sys- 
tem would be at stake, and that is 
why the challenge would have to 
be made,” he said. 

The advisory committee decided 
to require delegates to agree to put 
the nominees on the ballot and to 
expect national committeemen to 
say they will support the party’s 
nominees. 


Times 


Mitchell drew fire from some 
Southerners and _ support from 
others. 


Price Daniel, Eisenhower - sup- 
porting junior senator from Texas, 


Paul Butler, the present national | said: 


“I doubt that Mr. Mitchell is in 
a position to speak for the party on 
this subject.” 

Sen. John J. Sparkman of Ala- 
bama, 1952 vice-presidential nom- 
inee with Adlai Stevenson, thinks 


| Mitchell is right. He said the three 


governors “are not entitled to take 
part in the 1956 convention unless 
they announce their return to the 
party or promise to support the 
nominees. They are Republicans as 
of today so far as I am concerned.” 

Virginia’s Sen. Harry Byrd says 
Mitchell’s plan “would certainly 
stir up a great deal of trouble in 
those states.” He called the plan 
“outrageous.” 

Rep. James P. Richards of South 


| Carolina called Mitchell “cockeyed” 


and said if the plan goes through. 
the Democrats will lose “more of 
the South than they did before.” 

Hubert Humphrey, New Deal 
senator from Minnesota, said of 
Shivers, Byrnes, and Kennon: 

“T should think they would have 
to go a long way to show they have 
been working in the interest of the 
Democratic Party.” 





too 





sped around the airport. He was 
late, however, t a shot of the 
| last load of representatives board- 

Rep. Tim Turman of Gober 
amazed. The freshman legislator 


set 


£ 


was 


vas at he alrport with some WASHINGTON 
friends. After witnessing the pho- Another Texas GI land scandal— 
ographer’s pursuit of the legisla-| but this one merely a part of a na- 
anc cloak-and-dagger ef-/|tionwide swindle of the govern- 

forts th holiday-intent law-|ment—has come to light here. 
akers he said I didn’t know Rep. Tiger Teague of the House 
ing ike that went on in this/ Veterans’ Affairs Committee in 
ow? Washington says that buyers of 
The a report going around/GI’s home loan guarantee rights at 
te the afternoon that backers | prices from a drink up to $400 are 
Walling bill had hired aj|being prosecuted in Houston, Abi- 
jtographer in Lexington to make/| lene, Midland, and El] Paso, as 
a picture of the dozen members| well as in other parts of the coun- 

|} when they stepped out of the plane | try. 

| there, but the legislators again out- This practice is reminiscent of 
|witted their critics. Instead of} one of the abuses of the Texas vet- 
|landing at Lexington. the DC-3 set|erans’ land program, in which vet- 


| down at another airport in a near-|erans sold their rights to cheap 


|by town. From there, the law-| state credit with which to buy land 
makers entered the Campbell/for anywhere from a set of false 


| House, a well-appointed suburban ! teeth to $300. 


Teague also said the Veterans’ 
Administration has lost $23 million 
in foreclosures on GI houses, and 
some veterans have found them- 
selves in debt to the government 
even though; they had sold their 
homes and were living elsewhere 
when the government foreclosed. 

Sale of his home loan guarantee 
rights by a GI is punishable by a 
fine up to $5,000 and five years in 
prison. Veterans are generally said 
not to have known what they were 
doing. Teague called the selling of 
the rights “a vicious, illegal prac- 
tice that is widespread throughout 
the United States.” 

Prosecution is also under way in 
Georgia, Oklahoma, and California 
in this same connection, and the 





committee is looking into the mat- 





Teague Finds G/ ‘Land Scandal’ 








ter in Alabama 

One buyer of GI rights adver- 
tised offering to buy them; another 
solicited them from veterans in a 
California jail. 
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LOTS OF FISHY STUFF 





On Minnesota Lands 


A heavy silence hangs over 


the DeWitt County g 


CUERO and AUSTIN 


grand jury’s deliberations in Cuero. The | 


jury meets again April 29 to make a final decision on a grave neuen paper to indict 


a certain public official. The members are reliably said to be involved in a 


about it. 


serious dispute 





Nor can the book yet be closed on major political revelations in the developing scandal. 


Last week the Attorney General 
himself filled in details on how he 
had visited Bascom Giles on his 
Minnesota farm two years ago 
while vacationing and en route to 
some conventions. 

Cecil Burney, special assistant to 
Shepperd in the prosecution of the 
veterans’ land cases, told the Aus- 
tin Civitan Club about “one hum-, 
orous and ironic aspect of this Min- 
nesota land story,” Shepperd’s visit 
on the Giles farm. 

Burney said Shepperd and _ his 
family were vacationing in the 
north and were met by Giles when 
they went through Minnesota. 

“With true Texas hospitality, he 
took them out to look at his Min- 
nesota farm,” Burney said. “This 
vast stretch of land—some 8,600 
acres— was an object of wonder to 
the Attorney General.” 

Burney added: 

“As a result, soon after the vet- 
erans’ land frauds came to light, 
the Attorney General dispatched an 
investigator to Minnesota to find 
out how, when, and by whom that 
land was bought.” The investigator 
is still there, Burney said. His first 
report to Shepperd contained the 
sentence: 

“There is much more here than 
met your eye.” 

What else it said was not related. 

Shepperd added details to Bur- 
ney’s little tale. He said the visit 
was a result of a chance meeting 
with Giles in a hotel dining room 
while he was vacationing in the 
resort city of Detroit Lakes, Minne- 
sota. Mrs. Shepperd and he saw 
Giles and he invited them to his 
farm, he said. 

Shepperd said he had known 
Giles had land in Minnesota but 








troit Lakes,” the town where they 
met. 

Puzzled why the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s assistant would tell this ap- 
parently embarassing story on his 
boss, some Austin observers felt 
that Shepperd may have expected 
it to come out in the Giles tria! 
booked for May 23, anyway. 
r= Giles is now under indictment 


for taking a $30,000 bribe and vari- 
ous conspiracy to defraud the state 
while he was Land Commissioner. 
* 
suggested there is 


Burney that 


lots of fishy 


come out in the _ investigations. 
Some of his words seemed to sug- 


deals on Texas land under the GI 
program for bad deals on Minne- 
sota land. He said: 

“Before the veterans’ land af- 
fair is closed, you will undoubtedly 
hear a lot of talk about Minnesota 


gram bought cashier’s checks from 
Texas banks, which were sent to 
Minnesota to buy land for Texas 
residents. You'll hear that some 
Texas residents bought Minnesota 
land for as little as $1 an acre and | 
sold it to other Texas residents for | 
as much as $100 an acre. It is amaz- 
ing that some of the same people 
who were anxious to buy cheap 
Minnesota land at high prices were 
the same persons who were anxious 
to sell cheap land in Texas to vet- 
erans for equally high profits.” 

In spite of Burney’s guarded 
words, his statement made _ his 
meaning clear. 

Burney said he thinks “the next 
30 days or so will mark the climax 





“didn’t know it was close to De- 


of the drama, when all the charac- 





Constitution Party 
Has Own Inner Feud 


(Continued from Page 1) 
out Christ .... As to Jews who are 
under the influence of the left-wing 
Anti-Defamation League and the 
Zionist cabals—they are lost to the 
NEW party cause from the begin- 
ning and there need be no thought 
of currying their favor—their tac- 
tic will be the hackneyed one of 
denouncing this NEW Party as an- 
other ‘Fascist, anti-Semitic move- 
ment.’ That outworn wail will scare 
off few votes—if the NEW Party 
leaders remain unaffected. Many 
objectors to the Christian flavor 
have NO religion, but are in reality 





(Continued from Page 1) 


stand $2 million a year, then no- 
body can. The bill now is a series 
of sales taxes. It’s an attempt to 
change our theory of taxation 
from what it is to a general sales 
tax .... the biggest step toward a 
general sales tax in a long time.” 

Rep. Will Smith, Beaumont, op- 
posed the tax, saying Hughes was 
trying to get “his foot in the door 
and get the refineries in Texas out 
the door.” He said it would hamper 
the oil industry and lead to re- 
duced refining volume and “could 
create unemployment.” Later, he 
said he believes in oil taxes “at the 
source.” 

The House also rejected an effort 
by Rep. Joe Chapman, Sulphur 
Springs, to take off the snuff and 
loose tobacco taxes. 

He said that 80 percent of these 
products are used in East Texas. 
“It’s a travesty on justice. My peo- 
ple are insulted,” said Chapman. 
“They’re indignant, they’re horri- 
fied and mortified.” 

The House gave Chapman an 80- 
60 vote, but two-thirds were re- 


Russiana Marxists cloaking them- 
selves in the Jewish religion to the 
detriment of Christian and Jewish 
Americans alike.” 

On August 30, 1952, a second 
meeting was called in Philadelphia 
to elect permanent officers and dis- 
cuss presentation of a ticket which 
would adhere to the principles of 
MacArthur. Mrs. Stevenson charged 
that the meeting was illegal, as- 
serting that W. Henry MacFarland, 
Jr., had called the meeting and 
made arrangements without her or 
Mr. Greaves’ sanction, and an- 
nounced their resignation. 

In resigning, Mrs. Stevenson also 
commented that some members of 
the Constitution Party had ob- 
jected to her because she was a 
Roman Catholic and foreign-born. 
Mrs. Stevenson, whose own organi- 
zation, the Minute Women, is iden- 
tified with extremely conservative 
views, said: 

“When we saw the people at- 
tending this meeting, we wanted no 
part of it. We are resigning from 
any connection with the Constitu- 
tion Party that is organizing in 
Philadelphia.” 

On August 31, 1952, an Associated 
Press story on the Constitution 
Party meeting in Philadelphia car- 
ried news on whom the Constitu- 
tion Party intended to support. In 
part the story read: 

“The list of candidates named by 
Mr. Close as having been endorsed 
at the meeting was headed by Sen-|} 
ator Joseph R. McCarthy, Republi- 
can of Wisconsin ... Senator Wil- 
liam E. Jenner, Republican of In- 
diana; Senator John W. Bricker, 
Republican of Ohio; Price Daniel 
for -United States Senator from 
Texas; ‘probably’ 
ers, Democrat, for re-election in 
Texas; and Representative John F. 
Kennedy, Democrat of Massachu- 
setts, for United States Senator ...” 





quired to reconsider the tax. 


(To be continued) 


stuff connected with | 
Minnesota land which has not yet | 


gest that some Texans traded good | 


land. You’ll hear, for example, that | 
money from the veterans’ land pro- | 


Gov. Allan Shiv- | 


ters will emerge in their true col- 


|ors. The third act of the play will 
show the people of Texas clearly | 
who is the villain, who is the hero, 
and who has been throwing _ the 
tomatoes.” 

Joe Burkett, representative from 
'Kerrville and chairman of the 
House investigating committee, 


took a somewhat different 
He said al] investigations and legal 
actions may require two more 
years. 
records by two auditors will 
another year itself, he said. 

Shepperd first testified before 
the House committee that the land 
|scandals were not as bad as they 
/had thought at first and that the 
end was in sight. That was two 
|; months ago. 

A Senate committee last week 
‘approved a constitutional amend- 
|ment proposing issuance of another 
'$100 million in bonds for the land 
|program. This follows the recom- 
| mendation of Governor Shivers and 
Earl Rudder 
| but is contrary to Shepperd’s views. 
He thinks the program should be 
discontinued. 

Burkett and others introduced a 
| bill appropriating more money to 
ithe Attorney General, the State 
| Auditor, the Department of Public 
| Safety, the Veterans Land Board, 
and the Governor’s law enforce- 
ment fund to finance the investiga- 
tions and prosecutions in the land 
matter. The total sum requested is 
$96,150. 


take 


| Land Commissioner 


* 

Senator Jimmy Phillips coined a 
new term—“round-up deals”—for 
the block land deals at the root of 
the scandals. 

He used the phrase in drawing 
out testimony of Alvis, Vandyegriff, 
first executive secretary of the 
Veterans’ Land Board and former 
chief clerk of the Land Office. 

Vandygriff quit his state job in 
1950 and went into law practice. 
He earned $30,000 over a four- -year | 
period by expediting block hensdl | 


lips. 


chief clerk. 

He said his legal 
sisted of preparing applications for 
veterans in block deals, seeing they 
met requirements of the board, and 
expediting their approval. 

As earlier testimony had brought 
out, Vandygriff said he got a fee 
of $30,000 in the La Moca Ranch 
deal in Webb County and gave 
$8,000 of it to Senator Gus Strauss 
of Hallettsville and another $8,000 
to then-Senator John J. Bell of 
Cuero. All three were hired in this 
deal by T. J. McLarty of Yoakum. 

Phillips put into the record pho- 
tostats of three hcecks. One was 
from Ralph G. Slocum, San Antonio 
land promoter, to T. J. McLarty for 
$12,516.69. The other two were from 
McLarty to Bell and Vandygriff for 
their services in connection with a 
Dimmit County deal. What became 


investigators he took $27,000 from 
block land promoters for what he 
described as legal services. Strauss 
said he took $11,500 under the same 
circumstances. 


JOURNAL SUSPENDS 

The State Journal, a conserva- 
tive Austin weekly newspaper 
edited by Wick Fowler, has sus- 
pended publication. 


HARGROVE ELECTED 
Young Democrats at the 

| sity of Texas have 

| Hargrove president; Pat Hill, vice 








} 
| 
| 
| 


Univer- 


view. | 


The check on land program | 
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Race Group Raps John Ben 


epperd argued that the Court 


Attorney General hould let local school] districts in 
|Shepperd “did not Texas solve the segregation prob- 
|majority of Texan sem 
| against the interest Shepperd, meanwhile, told the 
}the darker-skinned tl Texas Bakers Association in San 
| state” before the S '} Antonio last week that Texas is 
| two weeks ago, the 7 certain to come under a desegrega- 

ion on Race Relatior n decree. ; 

Mrs. James S. C 
thiniean, ot ten Ci He said U.S. Solicitor General 
lthat according to mon Sobeloff proposed that local 
l himself cited. 49 ver o] districts take immediate in- 
lp Med want te come ration or be required to show 
preme Court's May t cause for not taking them. The 
| 4 45 percent “expr rney General] said this means a 
| 2round’ or disobey” eral district court could order 

In addition to ; diute desegregation if a school 
|perd’s agruments trict failed to comply. 
| positic n to the inte: rep. Joe Burkett, Kerrville, one 
j of the Negro and Mex f eight legislators whom Shepperd 
| Texas, Mrs. Crate char advised that the Legislature should 
| “Finally, there set up a 15-member interim com- 
lof Texas a large ttee to study state laws and 
persons whose cor aft proposed legislation, said that 
| them no alternative but i the job uf working out an orderly 
|whose awareness transition between segregated and 
|gives them an _ underst nsegregated schools might best 
|it is in the national inte be handled by the Texas Commis- 


deals with the Land Board staff he | 
formerly supervised, he told Phil- | 


Vandygriff joined the Land Of- 
fice in 1939 under Giles as assistant | 


services con- | 


of the spare penny was not dis- | 
closed. 
Bell, now a Congressman, told 


| . 9 
|}continue segregation 


on Higher Education. 


sion 

















| 











elected Noel | 


| 


| president; Dave Shapiro, secretary: | 


| and Travis Churchill, treasurer. 
MAVERICK IS SPEAKER 

Rep, Maury Maverick of San An- 
tonio will speak May 20 at a ban- 
quet of the Corsicana Young Demo- 
crats at the Navarro Hotel here. 
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en 


dog look, then you'll like the 
texas observer. our hound dog friend is in pursuit of a 
story. he has just heard somebody say “i’m clean as a 
hound’s tooth,” and being an expert on this matter, he 
is pursuing it dili you won’t want to miss any 
of our forthcoming i old hound dog is hot on the 
trail of some really big yarns. 


if you like that hound 


sent! 


SUuUCS 


a word of caution, though: observers definitely 
aren’t milder, and we don’t think they’re getting any 
mellower. their rich, rich flavor comes from our staff’s 
scientifically-tested pecs editorial freedom. 
a great many of our texas legislators definitely prefer 
observers; they recom! ere them heartily. a great 
many more definitely don’t recommend them, but they 


read them all the same. 


the texas observ: u see, treats the news of texas 
a bit more candidly than, say, some of our more mel- 
low, golden brown competitors in the big daily field. 
we can only promise you the truth, but we think that’s 
enough. 


the observer has sacred cows—only hound dogs. 


ou? and send observers to your 
th trial runs. we won’t hound you 
vill be dogged in pursuit of those 


subscribe, won’t 
friends for three-mo! 
for payment, but we 
stories. 


dash it, knew we'd carry this thing too far. 
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The Barefoot Judge of Karnes City 


doubt 


By DAN STRAWN 


Nene ly Corre spo »ndent 

The Teras Observer 
KENEDY 
The contacts I had with Tom 


Smiley were limited. I remember 
him during World War Il walking 
barefooted through the streets of 
Karnes City. I did think that was 
peculiar for a former county judge, 
but from what I had heard about 
him previously I had not thought it 
too peculiar for him. 

My father always had a great 
fondness for “old Tom,” as he 
called the judge. He always voted 
for him when he ran for office 
I don’t wonder that my father sup- 
ported him. When I was away at 
the behest of my peers during 
World War II, my father would of- 
ten stop by Walter Reidel’s store 
in Karnes City to pick up some 
chickens to haul to San Antonio 
and sell on the market, He told of 
Tom walking barefootedly by and 
offering to help load the chickens. 
I considered this the height of 
good Samaritanism and was awed 
by his magnanimous gesture, for 
in the process of loading chickens 
in trucks, one invariably gets a 
egnsiderable amount of fertilizer 
deposited on one’s noggin from the 
eoops. This hazard is particularly 
great in wet weather. 

* 

Judge Smiley was the closest 
thing to a political genius that 
Karnes County has produced. He 
was never beaten in the county 
over a period of forty years in 
politics. He was county attorney for 
about ten years and county judge 
for another ten after that. He fin- 
ally decided to retire one time. He 
gave an explanation for his resig- 
nation. 

“I have a distinction that most 
politicians can’t boast. I quit before 
the people came to their senses.” 

John Ruckman, a reporter for 
the San Antonio Light, remembers 
Smiley telling him about a trip to 
a Waco clinic. He was standing in 
line for -an examination when a 
lady standing next to him asked 
what he was doing there. 

He replied, “I'm paying the 
wages of sin. I have run a hundred 
barrels of bootleg whiskey through 
my body during prohibition and it 
has corroded my insides.” 

Ted Butler told me of an ex- 
cerpt from one of Smiley’s letters to 
his nephew that he had on hand. 
It seems that Judge Smiley was in- 
vited as a guest speaker to a pro- 
hibition rally in Corpus Christi. 
He accepted the invitation. Upon 
his arrival, he stayed at a hotel 
room, and not having time to go 
out himself, he sent a bum out to 
buy a pint of whiskey. 

Upon the bum’s return, the judge 
took the top off the bottle and 
poured the contents al! over his 
clothing. The subject of the meet- 
ing was “Waste,” but the judge 
said that the greatest evidence of 
waste was the horrified expression 
in the bum’s eyes when he poured 
out the whiskey. 

The judge went on to say that 
one of the speakers stood upon the 
rostrum and boasted that no form 
of alcohol had ever passed his lips 
as long as he had lived. The judge 
commented that he passed a jack- 
ass tied alongside the road on the 
way down to the meeting that 
could say the same thing and had 
the additional advantage of charac- 
ter of never having boasted about 
it. 

* 

Judge Smiley went through 
high school with honors and then 
took a “hurry-up” law course at 
the University of Texas, where he 
obtained a license to practice law 
in a short time. 

“I figured what I had learned in 
a couple of years would be enough 
for Karnes County,” he said. 
“Thinking it over now, I really 
could have left the university out 
of the picture.” 

The judge fought in World War 
I, gaining the rank of captain with 
the 36th Division. Later he ad- 
vanced to the rank of lieutenant 
colonel in the army reserve, but he 
disagreed with Herbert Hoover 
over an issue and resigned: 


During World War II, Smiley 


was known as the fighting 4-H. He 
went barefooted during the war to 
ease the leather 


shortage. He 


claimed that it was healthier to 


around that way; that he had fewe: 
colds ind his sinusitus was re- 
duced 

He picked up thorns and grass- 
burrs during his peregrinations and 
often-times would call for assist- 


removing the more obstin- 
Occasionally he called on 
his successor Judge W. S. Pickett 
to help him remove them. The 
judge always willingly obliged 

He drove a jalopy which he 
named The Rising Sun because he 
had a rising sun painted on it along 
with a bunch of witty sayings 

+ 

Probably the most notable event 
in Tom's judicial sway was the ‘in- 
sanity trial.” It seems that Tom 
was in a San Antonio restaurant 
having an unusual degree of good 
fun, breaking up dishes and such, 
when he was interrupted by the 
minions of the law. After placing 
him in the pokey, the San Antonio 
police decided that he was acting 
strangely, even fora judge, and 
called the Commissioners’ Court in 


ance 
ate 


in 


ones. 





Karnes City and suggested that 


up and get him. They 
wanted no part of him and advised 
the police to place him in Moody 
Sanitarium until he recovered from 


lowed their advice. 

After about four days, the sani- 
tarium decided that Tom had suf- 
ficiently recovered to carry on the 
business of Karnes County. Tom, 
however, begrudged his temporary 
stay in the sanitarium. Upon his 
return to Karnes City, Judge Smi- 
ley swore out a warrant for the 
arrest of the doctor in charge and 
sent two deputies to the sanitar- 
ium, without clearance from the 
Bexar County authorities. They 
arrested the doctor in charge and 
brought him back to Karnes City 
with them, and there Judge Smiley 
proceeded to try him for insanity. 
The verdict of the trial was as fol- 
lows: 

“After all the testimony was in, 
the jury retired and reported to the 
court that they were unable to 
agree. The jury stood three for con- 
viction and three for acquittal, the 


| predicament. 





court gave defendant the benefit 


of the the 
charge.” 


The commissioners 


and dismissed 


court never 


| bothered to tell Judge Smiley that 
|his current distress. The police fol- | 


who got him into his 

It might have been 
that he never asked them. He was, 
however, quite angry at the doctor. 
Part of his testimony follows: 

“In San Antonio some 32 or 33 
days ago, I called for a cup of cof- 
fee. I noticed that it had a sweet- 
bitter taste and for three or four 
days I knew nothing. I was robbed 
of about $300 or $400. When I 
came to I was in one of the darkest 
dungeons, like some fortress, in a 
straight jacket, and I was just as 
normal as I am now. 

“This man has killed many peo- 
ple and it is as I say, it is a won- 
der that he did not kill me.” 

(At times Judge Smiley was on 
the verge of being indiscreet.) 

“This doctor is evidently a dope 
because at times the pupils of his 
eyes are small and at other times 
large. This man has killed many 
an innocent person and put many 
an innocent person in the asylum. 


it was they 





Folklorists Honor Dobie 


—And Sing Ballads and Tell Stories 


AUSTIN | 

They said the nice things every- | 
body with any sense knows about | 
Frank Dobie Saturday night at a | 
banquet at the Driskill. And with 
the tribute ended the annual meet- 
ing of the Texas Folklore Society. | 

Dobie, the wild-maned thorough- 
bred of Texas letters, went from 
table to table greeting his friends. 

They said of him: 

He is “a man who looks you 
straight in the eye, with love in his 
heart, but with courage to tell you 
the truth whether you like it or 
not.” (James P. Hart.) 

Dobie is sincere, he says what he 
thinks, untouched by the “present- 
day mania for orthodoxy.” (Roy 
Bedicheck.) 

“The only man I know whose 
personality is not borrowed. Dobie 
represents for me one of the su- 
preme achievements in Texas civi- 
lization.” (Lon Tinkle.) 

He is rebel. (Walter Webb.) 

Dobie, as usual, said very little 
about himself, but told, instead, of 
Santos Cortez, a Mexican goat 
herder. 

The Folklore Society has dedi- 
cated its 25th volume, “Texas Folk 
and Folklore,” to Dobie this year. 
He edited it for 20 years. 

Maybe sixty or seventy people 
came out on Austin’s balmy Friday 


, Of British Bolshevik Harry Pollitt. 


|derful devotion and concentration. 





night last week for the folk sing- 
ing. Balladiers sang everything 
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from the Sam Bass song to the song 


Brownie McNeil, now with the Uni- 
versity of Texas English Depart- 
ment, was chief balladier and 
maestro. Hally Wood Gordon, a fine 
arts student here in Austin at the 
University, sat before the group 
and sang three ballads without mu- 
sical accompaniment with a won- 


U.T.’s Americo Paredes, who spent 
last summer on the Texas-Mexican 
border listening to and recording 
the people’s folksongs, sang a few 
Mexican songs (and the next morn- 
ing sang and spoke his way through 
a paper on border ballads). 

Bill Bowl, formerly of Manches- 
ter, England, and now with the De- 
partment of Botany at the Univer- 
sity of Texas, sang the Pollitt bal- 
lad and several others in fine and 





easy style. Hermes Nye of the 


Whittle Music Company in Dallas 
led some group singing and Rev- 
erdy Glidden of Austin and Fred 
Eckman of Ohio sang other bal- 
lads well. It was a rare evening. 

¥* 

Various folklore papers were 
read during the two-day meeting. 
Among them were “Superstitions 
Collected at Denton, Texas,” by 
Hendricks—a paper relating the su- 
perstitions known by Hendricks’s 
students and their feelings about 
them: “The Introduction in British 
and American Ballads,” by McNeil; 
“Border Ballad Types,” by Paredes; 
“The Marvelous Tale of Don Igna- 
cio,” by Sid Cox, Texas A&M Col- 
lege; “Folklore of Some Texas 
Plants,” by Sadie Hatfield: “Cov- 
ered Up by a Panther,” by Dobie; 
and “Soldier Lore of the War with 
Mexico,” by Anderson. 

The Texas Observer intends to 
publish some of the papers read 
soon. 

New officers were elected Satur- 
day: John C. Anderson, Texas 
A&M, president; Herman Nye, Dal- 
las, vice-president; Allen Maxwell, 
SMU, treasurer; Dr. Mody Boat- 
right, secretary; Dr. Wilson Hud- 
son, U.T., Boatright, and Maxwell, 
editors; and councilors Elton Miles, 
Sul Ross State College; George D. 
Hendricks of North Texas State 
College: and Americo Paredes of 
0.2. 





He is a very honorable man. I paid 
him $100 a day and expenses for 
him to swear to a lie in the Jansen 
case. Jansen was sent to the asylum 
but I would advise him to go to the 
electric chair if it had to be done 
over again, rather than be placed in 
the care of this dope doctor. 

“For three days and three nights 
I was on guard without any sleep. 
I had to put tobacco juice in my 
eyes to stay awake. It is a fine 
place to rest where they howl all 
night long.” 

The doctor did not bother to 
carry the matter further after his 
hung jury acquittal, probably be- 
cause he was so relieved at get- 
ting out of the situation as well as 
he did. However, I would surmise 
that the doctor bothered to screen 
his patients thenceforward to make 
sure there were no more county 
judges admitted. 

* 

Judge Smiley had a three-room 
home. One room was used as a 
combination kitchen, dining room, 
and spare bedroom. The _ clean 
white bed, the judge explained to a 
reporter one time, was maintained 
as “an accomodation for an occa- 
sional friend who might drop in, a 
drunk, or some man running from 
his wife.” 

He had about a six-acre tract 
containing livestock which con- 
sisted at one time of a large brood 
of Barred Rock chicks, six dogs, a 
few cats, a goat, a flock of ducks, 
and a cow. He was often accom- 
panied by numerous little Mexican 
boys who cleaned up his premises 
in exchange for helpings out of a 
pot of beans he kept on hand. 

The judge as I saw him last was 
rather plump, with grey hair, a 
friendly smile, and a ready hand- 
shake, He came out of retirement 
after the war to run for county at- 
torney again. As usual he was suc- 
cessful. He was elected twice. He 
did not serve his second term, 
however. He was found in the 
sheriff’s office with three holes in 
line in his chest. They were made 
with a 45-caliber single-action re- 
volver, which was found in his 
hand. The verdict was suicide. But 
many of his constituents think 
otherwise. It does seem improb- 
able that anyone could manage 
such a feat with such a powerful 
weapon. One shot might have 
thrown the gun from his hand. 

In conclusion, I will say that I 
have always voted for Tom Smiley 
It is my considered opinion that 
among all office seekers that I have 
ever known, he was one of the best 
qualified. He should serve as a 
towering beacon for those who 
would serve their countrymen in 
aspiring to public office. 
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ls Radio Dead? It’s Certainly Ailing 


By JACK SUMMERFIELD 


AUSTIN 
True, national network radio 
sales have dropped as network 


television sponsors have increased. 
But local station managers, who 
used to eke out a bare existence 
and didn’t mind saying so now 
must admit their local sponsorships 
are at an all-time high. 


Every time the national sponsor 
pours his advertising budget into 
the television channels, a little 
radio is washed away. As the ad- 
ministrator, including the school 
administrator, cuts a large slice off 
for television, radio inevitably 
loses a little blood. As the broad- 
caster turns his attention to ren- 
dering more service or making 
more money through television, 
radio programs are bound to suffer. 

Some may take heart in the 
knowledge that “Godfrey’s Talent 
Scouts” program has slipped out of 
the Top Ten Weekly radio shows. 
But what has taken its place? “Big 
Story.” Godfrey’s daily radio show 
is still among the Top Ten daily 
programs; the other nine are soap 
operas. 

The local broadcaster, with a lit- 
tle frenzy, clamors to remind us 
that there are an increasing num- 
ber of radio stations on the air. 
There were more than 2,100 in 





1950, and there are more than 2,700 
today. But following the radio net- 
work pattern, a local station oper- 
ator often becomes so preoccupied 
with showing an exorbitant profit 
that he forgets his chief commodity, 
the Program. 

Radio’s “successful formula” to- 
day is news, sports, and music. But 





dollars. A corollary of the formula 
is that the program which may 
render a public service is, per se, 
without commercial potential. 


Whenever this _ broadcasting ap- | 
you 
is a 


proach produces 
would profit in hearing, 
happy coincidence. 


programs 
it 


this kind of success is measured in 





Art Mart In Austin Friday 


AUSTIN 

The partly commercial, partly 
artistic “Art Mart” will be held 
here next weekend, April 29 
through May 1, at the City Coli- 
seum. 

Sponsored by Texas Fine Arts 
Association, the exhibition is a 
combination of merchants’ displays 
and special art exhibits. Swarms of 
people attend every year. 

The association’s annuai spring 
jury show will be one feature of 
the artistic portion of the show. 


Two Texas historical displays 
will be presented by the Texas 
State Historical Foundation. One is 
a group of water color paintings of 
Texas artifacts on loan from the 
National Gallery in Washington 
from its Index of American Design; 





the other is a group of paintings, “A 


Survey of Old Houses,” 
Schiwetz of Houston. 


Texas books. 


by E. M. 


Another special group will con- 
sist of original illustrations from 


Twenty-eight watercolors, half of 
the M. Grumbacher collection, will 
be shown. Contemporary and an- 
cient Mexican arts and crafts will 
complement an extensive presenta- 
tion of Texas crafts, including rug- 
hooking, ceramics, enamel-on-cop- 
per, and fabric design. Doris Coul- 
ter will demonstrate fabric design 
on the loom. 

A five-man group of judges will 
distribute $1,500 in prizes to show 
entries Friday night. The judges 
are Frederick Mizen and Austin 
Killian of Baylor University, Paul 
Hatgil of Austin, Cecil Casebier of 
San Antonio Art Center, and 


Other broadcasters reason that if 
the program sells goods, the public 
must be getting what it wants. 
“What is sauce for the goose,” the 
argument goes, “is sauce for the 
gander,” with the public, of course, 
easily identified as the goose who 
lays the golden eggs. 

The golden eggs are still being 
laid, only bigger and shinier. As 
long as this is true, the radio in- 
dustry cannot be said to be dying. 
But the mistake of the broadcast- 
ing industry is in trying to equate 
its Life with its Commerce. So 
long as radio’s only function is ef- 
fective advertising or mass enter- 
tainment, its life is in danger. 

Thus far television has not killed 
radio any more than radio killed 
newspapers or the airplane killed 
the automobile. Industries don’t 
murder other industries until the 
functions they fulfill jealously 
overlap. Industrial incest is more 
common today and a lot more prof- 
itable. 

If, however, radio claims to be 
only a sales medium, it will decline 
as soon as another industry proves 
more effective in rapidly moving 
merchandise from the shelves. Ra- 
dio’s future will become secure 
only when it fully realizes its so- 
cial responsibilities to explore the 
public need, to produce better pro- 








Charles Suckle of San Marcos. 


grams, to serve the public interest. 


, 





the 
ins 
tur 





lat 
; int 
cor 
ant 





fer 


tipc 
it t 


* 
Gra 
: opp 
in \ 
enc’ 
the 
¥ 
plar 
mill 
user 
nan 
of 
valu 
Ri 
spon 
ame 
that 
were 
cal ¢ 
user: 
burd 
that 
strea 


Me 
In 


Go 
askec 
gency} 
that 
own 
ize cl 

Thi 
ture: 

cannc 
. benef 
Smith 
propr 
tor C 
the §S 
: dorset 
5 Shi 
. states 
proces 
legisl 
the § 
suppl} 
gent f 
state i 





+ 


ne 





[aT = Ow OOS OS a 


a S oe | 6 Oe 








oe 


ah 


MAJOR WATER PLAN 
|, NOW IN CONFERENCE 


In his opening address to the Legislature in January, Governor Allan Shivers plucked 
from a great batch of pressing state problems what he considered the No. 1 need for 


Texas. It was a statewide water program. 


Lawmakers in recent months responded with three different water conservation pro- 
posals, only one of them embodying the Governor’s recommendations. 
Last week Shivers got not only a water program from both House and Senate—he got 


the one he was backing. 
Already passed by the Senate, 
the House approved an Administra- 
tion-backed $100 million water con- 
servation plan in the form of a 


proposed constitutional amend- 
ment. It was the same plan, in the 
beginning, that Senator Dorsey 


Hardeman guided through the up- 
per chamber several weeks ago, 
but the House piled on a number 
of amendments which didn’t suit 
senators when it came back for 
their final approval. 

A joint House-Senate coference 
committee will be busy this week 
working toward a compromise on 
the measure. 

In other major actions, the Legis- 
lature delayed again on insurance 
reform; voted favorably on bills re- 
stricting labor unions, broadening 
teacher retirement benefits, and li- 
censing and bonding car dealers: 
and blew cold once again on a 
Trinity River Authority. 

Few would be so bold as to say 
that the reforms devised for the 
insurance industry by the Legisla- 
ture to date are exactly severe. 
However, reliable reports circu- 
lated late last week that Shivers 
intends to exact from the insurance 
conference committee stiffer insur- 
ance regulation—and that he will 
make a public fight of it if the con- 
ferees do not go along. 

o 


The drastically amended water 
measure was passed in the House 
by a vote of 117 to 25. It failed 
earlier in the week to get the 
needed hundred votes for passage, 
but Administration forcs immedi- 
ately started pushing hard for the 
measure. They needed five votes. 

The big switch came from the 
Rio Grande Valley delegation, Gov- 
ernor Shivers’ home territory. Rep. 
J. T. Ellis Jr. of Weslaco gave the 
tipoff that the measure might make 
it the second time around. He said: 

“Representatives from the Rio 
Grande Valley are still unalterably 
opposed to a water users’ tax, but 
in view of its importance and urg- 
ency, we will support this bill in 
the interest of the state as a whole.” 

The House version of the water 
plan calls for retirement of the $100 
million in bonds through a water 
users’ tax. The Senate called for fi- 
nancing through an ad valorem tax 
of three cents-per-$100 property 
valuation. 

Rep. Joe Burkett Jr. of Kerrville 
sponsored the water users’ tax 
amendment. Opponents claimed 
that since citizens in some areas 
were already paying for purely lo- 
cal dams and reservoirs, the water 
users’ tax would double their tax 
burden. Other opponents argued 
that persons far removed from the 
streams and watersheds would 


Make Salk Vaccine 
In Texas -- Shivers 


AUSTIN 

Governor Allan Shivers has 
asked the Legislature for an emer- 
gency appropriation of $250,000 so 
that the state can manufacture its 
own Salk polio vaccine to immun- 
ize children of the poor. 

The Governor told the Legisla- 
ture: “The warm heart of Texas 
cannot let any child go withqt the 
benefit of this vaccine.” Rep: Max 
Smith, chairman of the House ap- 
propriations committee, and Sena- 
tor Crawford Martin, chairman of 
the Senate finance committee, en- 
dorsed the recommendation. 

Shivers said Texas is one of six 
states qualified to manufacture and 
process the vaccine. He urged the 
legislators to make it possible for 
the State Health Department to 
supply vaccine for children of indi- 
gent families and children living in 
state institutions. 
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Rep. Maury 


Secretary of State 
again doomed 
sion—but he had 
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never realize benefit from the pro- 
gram. 

Rep. J. O. Gillham, Brownfield, 
denounced the measure as “unfair, 
un-Texan, and un-American.” He is 
against state participation of any 
kind. 

Liberals generally were dissatis- 
fied with the program, voting for it 
but considering it “just peanuts” 
compared with the real water 
needs of the state. 

The House also differed with the 
Senate plan for administration of 
the program. Both agreed on a six- 
member Texas Water Develop- 
ment Board, but the Senate wants 
the members appointed by the Gov- 
ernor, while the House decided 
they should be elected. 

The measure, if approved at the 
polls, would allow issuance of state 
bonds to back local dam and reser- 
voir projects 

The House, which passed to en- 
grossment the Administration’s 
omnibus tax law revision on the 
first work day of the week, didn’t 
touch on the controversial measure 
again. It was expected to come up 
for final reading Monday. 

The House late in “the week 
engrossed a heavily-amended bill 
which requires licensing and bond 
of car dealers. The bill, as origin- 
ally offered by Gillham, prohibited 
new car sales by used car dealers. 
He lost in this effort, but he still 
pushed hard for passage. 

The House also voted to liberal- 
ize the teachers’ retirement sys- 
tem. Already passed in the Senate, 
the proposed constitutional amend- 
ment is now on the Governor's 
desk. Backed by the Texas State 
Teachers Association, it would add 
disability and death benefits to the 
present retirement program and 
would increase the amount of par- 
ticipation to six per cent of the an- 
nual salary, with a $540 annual 
limit on payments into the pro- 
gram. 

Proponents argued the program 
will be a means of combatting the 
present teacher shortage. Retire- 
ment could come at 55 after a mini- 
mum of 10 years’ service, or at the 
end of 30 years’ service. 

Another of the “labor regulation” 
bills by Senator George Parkhouse 
of Dallas won final Senate passage 
during the week. None of the Park- 
house measures have come up in 
the House as yet. Liberals there 
are determined to resist them. 

The Parkhouse bill passed in the 
Senate last week would permit in- 
junction suits against illegal strikes 
and picketing to be filed in count- 
ies adjoining the county in which 
the strike occurred, in the county 
of residence of any defendant, or 
in Travis County (Austin). 

Shivers had recommended legis- 
lation to prevent a recurrence in 
any other Texas city of the “Port 
Arthur situation.” Parkhouse’s bill 
was one of several aimed at ac- 
complishing the Governor’s recom- 
mendations. 

Tyler’s Senator Warren McDon- 


+ 
Anti-Slum Bill Resistance 


Dissolves, Banks Reports 
AUSTIN 


Rep. Stanley Banks Jr. of San 
Antonio says organized opposition 
to his slum clearance bill has all 
but disappeared. 

Several weeks ago resistance to 
the bill caused Banks to ask that 
the bill be sent to subcommittee 
for “further study”—something of 
an acceptance of defeat. The reason 
was that homebuilder groups over 
the state had threatened strong op- 
position. 

Now, says Banks, the homebuild- 
ers indicate they will not fight it. 

However, passage through both 
the House and Senate this late in 





the session is improbable. 


|ald argued that he feared the Park- 





report on his bill 
The San Antonio 
he got House 
publicity given the 
because it is too lat« 


house bill strikes at the funda- 
mentals of civil rights and would 
establish a “dangerous precedent” 
in changing a vital part of civil 
jurisprudence. 

Parkhouse argued that some- 
times a strike situation could be- 
come so embroiled that “fair court 
action could not be had within the 
county.” The same influence would 
not be expected in other counties 
not affected by the strike, he said. 

Parkhouse got a 20 to 8 vote in 
favor of bringing the bill out for 
final action. It was passed and sent 
to the House by voice vote. 

A Senate committee dealt what 
at first appeared to be a death blow 
to the Trinity River bill, passed in 
the House several weeks ago after 
much controversy and many 
amendments. 

A Senate Water Rights Commit- 
tee sent it to subcommittee with no 
time limit on when it must report 
back. But the subcommittee, gener- 
ally, is “friendly” toward the bill. 
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to force the committee 
the bill to take some 
for ‘or against—on 


76 to 36, 
considering 
action—either 
the bill. 

“T hate to speculate on what the 

mmittee will do,” said Maverick, 
but it looks bad for my bill.” He 
introduced a similar bill at the last 
ession, He has faced tough oppo- 
sition in the House rules commit- 
tee since his current measure was 
brought in 

First 
present 
Hi use 


he couldn’t get a quorum 
to consider it. Then the 
turned him down on his 
first request for action. Finally, he 
got a quorum in committee, but the 
panel sent it to a hostile subcom- 
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A vitally important message to al! |CT Group stockholders 
YOU ARE ENTITLED TO PARTIGIPATE IN THE NEW 


STOCKHOLDER PROFIT 
SHARING PLAN 


After many months of hard work and 


ireful study, The ICT Life 


Insurance Company is ready to announce an exclusive personal bene- 
fit plan for ICT Group stockholders only! 





Called “Stockholder Profit Sharing 
Plan”, and available only to ICT Group 
stockholders, this plan offers: 


1. INCOME-PRODUCING 
INVESTMENT 


2. SAVINGS BANK SECURITY 
3. LIFE INSURANCE PROTECTION 








All 


Pr 


the 
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vho participate in the Stockholder 
ofit Sharing Plan create profit for 
elves in two ways: 


FROM CASH DIVIDENDS PAID ON 
UNITS OF THE PLAN 


AS STOCKHOLDERS IN ICT IN- 
SURANCE COMPANY OR ICT DIS- 
COUNT CORPORATION, YOU 
SHARE IN THE PROFITS MADE BY 
ICT LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 











If you are an ICT Group stockholder 


soon be calling on you to fully explain y« 


you how to exercise them. For your ow: 


Representatives an opportunity to point « 


the Plan offers. 


Many of you may want to have the Plan ex; 


a Home Office Representative has the cl 


Below is a coupon to be filled out and mailed 
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Office Representatives will 
hts under the Plan and show 
efit and profit, give these 


> many exclusive advantages 


nee to contact you personally. 


if you would like to have 


complete facts on the Plan as soon as possibl 


REMEMBER, STOCKHOLDER PROFIT 
SHARING PLAN IS FOR ICT 
STOCKHOLDERS ONLY! 
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ICT Building, Dallas 
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d the Stockholder Profit Sharing Plan offers 


me an ICT Group stockholder many exclusive, unpre- 


i benefits. | want to be among the first ICT 

s to hear all about the Plan and receive my 
t Certificate. So, please have a Home Office 
tctive call on me as soon as possible. 




















AT CORPUS MEETING 





Braceros Are ‘Slaves 
Catholic Clergy Says 


Corpus Christi Correspondent 
The Texas Observer 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
“Special interests,” the 
federal government, and the 
public were thoroughly de- 
nounced in their attitudes 
toward Mexican migratory 
labor by Roman Catholic 
clergy in a three-day meeting 
here last week. 
Two hundred clergy from all 
parts of the country attended the 
‘seventh Regional Conference of the 


Catholic Council for the Spanish 
Speaking. 

In the principal address of the 
conference. the Most Rev. R. E 


Lucey, archbishop of San Antonio 
accused special agricultural inter- 
ests and powerful growers’ associa- 
tions of treating migrant workers 
as “slave laborers.” Congress must 
be afraid of these interests or else 
better legislation would have been 
passed, he said 

Archbishop Lucey pleaded with 
government and fair minded em- 


Kefauver at Houston 


The Observer 


HOUSTON 
600 to 700 people are ex- 
pected at the fund-raising Demo- 
cratic dinner at which Senator 
Estes Kafauver of Tennessee will 
speak at the Shamrock Hotel hers 
May 7. Tickets are at $20 
each 
Kefauvel 
Antonio under the auspices of the 
Bexar County Democrats but de- 
tails have not yet been announced 
Mayor Roy Hofheinz of Houstor 
will welcome the guests at the din- 
ner here. Judge Ralph Yarborough 
will be master of ceremonies, and 


Spe rial fo Teras 


Fron 


moving 


speaks May 6 Sar 


(Continuea from Page 3) 
from delivering an ultimatum that 
all strikers would be discharged at 
10 o'clock in the morning if they 
did not report to work by then. The 
employer could then file in 
court asking for temporary re- 
straint, temporary injunction, and 
upon hearing, permanent injunc- 
tion, against all further king 
and picketing. The union could not 
possibly then represent the major- 
ity of the employees after their dis- 
charge. There is nothing in Texas 
law that would prevent the em- 
ployer from so terminating them 
He would discharge them for fail- 
ing to show up for work as as- 
signed, not (as he would contend) 
for belonging to the union. The so- 
called Right to Work Bil of 1947 
does not protect the right to engage 
in union activities. It merely pre- 
vents a refusal to hire or a dis- 
charge based upon membership in 
the union. Further, it contains no 
penalty clause or machinery for re- 
instatement for a person wrong- 
fully discharged. 

Such is not true under the Fed- 
eral Law because of the provisions 
of Sections 7 and 8 (a) (1) and (3) 
of the Labor Management Rela- 
tions Act: which protect union ac- 
tivity, prohibit discriminatory dis- 
charge, and provide means for re- 
instatement. 

Senate Bill 45. providing 
ternative to a strike as a means of 
gaining recognition, thus ‘“mouse- 
traps” the union into striking and 
affords a means of permanently en- 
joining any further union activity 
after an election is held. 

Thus, every avenue of organiza- 
tion of Texas workers whose work 
does not affect interstate com- 
merce is completely shut off if the 
employer refuses recognition. Little 
people with low wages, such as 
bell-hops, laundry employees, wait- 
resses, and store clerks, would be- 
come the forgotten people in our 
industrial society, and their wages 
would remain at a level far below 
* the other half of the Texas working 
community, whose work affects in- 
terstate commerce. 

Responsible investigation has re- 


sult 


etri 
str 


no al- 


/hinted that the government wanted 


Eckhardt on Parkhouse Bill 


| 





ployers to press for fair employ- 
ment practices with braceros, who 
cannot defend themselves 

Earlier in the conference a rep- 
resentative of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor used a _ broader 
concept of those who “can't defend 
themselves.” Erneso Galarza. a vice 
president of the National Agricul- 
tural Workers Union, AFL, hit at 
the reluctance of the federal gov- 
ernment to protect farm labor or- 
ganization with legislation He 


it that way, fearing that organized 
agricultural labor would undermine 
the government. He also criticzed 
public apathy toward agricultural 
labor injustices. 

Galarza and Archbishop Lucey, 
as well as other speakers, cited in- 
stances of discrimination and un- 





fair practices toward migrant and 
alien labor 

John O’Grady, a U.S. Department 
of Labor representative from Cali- | 
fornia, countered with a defense of | 
the federal program of control of 
alien labor. He said there was | 


nothing intrinsically wrong with 





John White, Commissioner of 


Ag-| 


riculture, will introduce Kefauver 
Judge James Sewell, chairman, 
Texas Democratic Advisory Coun- 
cil: Judge Jesse Andrews, Houston 
Democratic leader and Dean 
Johnston. president, Texas Young 
Democrats, will be at the head 
table. among others 

Kefauver's speech will be heard 
from 9 to 9:30 p.m. on television 
Roger Daily co - chairman an- 
nounced. Mrs. R. D. Randolph is the 
other co-chairman and J. Edwin 
Smith, chairman of the Harris | 
County Democrats, will be in| 


charge of the program. The dinner 


will be open to all Democrats | 


vealed wage rates amongst these | 
ranging around 40 cents per 
hour, and even below this figure 
in areas where $2.50 and $3.00) 
wages are not infrequent in the in- | 
dustrial community 

* 

Another very major objection to 
the Bill is that the individual who 
joined the organizational endeavors 
of the union could never know, 
when he joined, whether the union 
would attain or maintain a major- 
ity. The bill affords no means by 
which the union may get an elec- 
tion before striking. The election 
provision only acts to defer the | 
remedy and penalty after the strike 
and after the occurence of the acts 
which may be held illegal in retro- 


peop le 


spect 
Since members of a labor or- 
ganization acting singly may be 


held guilty of a violation of the Act | 
if a majority is broken by the em- | 
ployer after the strike has com-| 
menced, any employee signing a 
union card and participating in the 
establishment, calling, or maintain- 
ing, aiding or abetting the strike or 
picketing, would act at his peril. 
Thus, if the union were ultimately 
found not to represent a majority 
such individual would be guilty of |! 
an offense carrying a penalty of} 
$25.00 to $500.00 in fines, confine- | 
ment in the county jail up to six 
months, or both fines and impris- | 
onment. Note that the penalty sec- 
tion does not even use the term 
“knowingly violate” or any other 
provision establishing intent as an 
element of the offense. Therefore, 
an intent to strike or picket would 
appear to be sufficient to establish 
the offense and the worker would 
act at his peril whenever he par- 
ticipated in union activity directed 
toward recognition or organization 
which might ultimately lead to 
striking and picketing. 

This single bill, if enacted into 
law, would be the most unjust and 
onerous enactment ever passed in 
Texas as a labor restrictive meas- 
ure and would be worse than all 
the other Texas anti-labor legisla- 
tion put together. 

—ROBERT C. ECKHARDT 
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the program, though misunder- 
standings and discrepancies are 
bound to occur. 


Illegal Segregation 
Charged in Schools 


AUSTIN 
Allegations of illegal segregation 
of children of Mexican descent in 
the Carrizo Springs Independent 
School District are the basis for an 
injunction suit filed in federal dis- 
trict court here 
The suit, by Teofilo Cortez and 
six others on behalf of a group of 
children, also names members of 
the school board, the district schoo! 
superintendent, Murry R. Garner, 
and State Commissioner of Educa- 


It alleges violation of civil rights 
exercise of a 
school board policy of segregating 
children of Mexican descent from 
other children in the South Texas 
school 

The petition also asks damages in 
amount of $20,000 for each 
plaintiff against each defendant. 

The suit alleges that Edgar had 


been informed of the _ practices 
complained of but had taken no 
action, The American GI Forum is 


backing the legal action financially, 


officials of the organization an- 
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DALLAS 

U.S. Attorney General Herbert 

Brownell visited Dallas last week 

end and told a group of lawyers 

that the GOP has prosecuted gang- 

sters in the labor unions more vig- 

orously than the Democrats did 
when they were in power. 

The FBI is looking into 50 cases 

a month and has investigated 1,400 


Houston Medic 


Group Supports 
Negro Entries 


HOUSTON 

Texas is one of only three south- 
ern states which bars Negroes 
from state medical associations— 
out the Harris County Medical So- 
ciety would like to alter the situa- 
tion. 

The Society voted three to one 
in favor of admitting Negro doc- 
tors to membership in the Texas 
Medical Association. There are 
about 200 Negro doctors in Texas, 
24 of them in Harris County 

The vote came in the form of 
instructions to the Harris County 
society’s 12 delegates to the Texas 
Medical Association state conven- 
tion in Fort Worth April 25 to 27 

The Society instructed its dele- 
gates to vote in favor of a change 
in the TMA’s by-laws and consti- 
tution. The change would strike the 
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GANGSTERS WITHINLABOR 
HIT BY GOP—BROWNELL 


cases since the start of 1953 at his 
request, Brownell said. 

The laws which cover this mat- 
ter are the 1934 Hobbs antiracket- 
eering law and section 186 of the 
Taft-Hartley law concerning brib- 
ery of union officials by employers. 

Brownell said that under Taft- 
Hartley, Democrats did not file any 
cases in 1945, 1946, 1947, 1949, and 
1952, whereas, he said; 56 antirack- 
eteering indictments against 126 
defendants have been brought by 
the Republicans. 

He said further: 

“The lack of law enforcement in 
this area was an open invitation to 
hoddlums and gangsters to infil- 
trate and to capture control of the 
business on the one hand, or of the 
labor organization on the other, or 
both. 

“Whenever and wherever this 
happened, it was always accom- 
panied by ruthless extortions from 
business and exploitation of the 
union rank and file for the personal 
enrichment of those in control. The 
interest of the public were disre- 
garded and the legitimate interests 
of both ‘labor and business were 
sacrificed.” 





word “white” from the 
tions for membership 

Membership for Negroes in the 
state association would make them 
eligible for membership in the 
American Medical Association 

Twelve other southern states al- 
ready admit Negroes in their med- 
ical groups. 


qualifica- 





To submit a classified ad, write Drawer 
F, Capitol Station, Austin. or call 70746. 


TRACTOR KITS —Vapor con- 
vall and medium tractors 
only $35. Money order or COD. Install 
your own. Kit includes regulators, hoses, | 
fittings, instructions; everything but bottle | 
and bracket. Specify make, model tractor. | 


BUTANE 


for sm 


| Satisfaction or money back. R. N. JONES, | 


3002 Dutton St., Dallas } 





Help Wanted 








|} months. Mail postcards. Good handwriting 


SEVERAL GIRLS to address, mail post- 
cards. Spare time every week. Write Box 
161, Belmont, Mass. 
| 
WOMEN WANTED. Temporary, six | 
} 


or typewriter. Box 47, Waterton, Mass. 





STRINGERS—The Texas Observer «| 
building up a bank of reliable reporters 
all over Texas. Professional reporters of 
an enlightened turn of mind are urged 
to contact the Editor, The Texas Observer, 
Drawer F, Capitol Station, Austin. 





| 





ADVERTISING seemnieiiaiaitiaies| 
If you have some spare time and would 
like to help The Texas Observer grow, 
write the Business Manager for advertis- 
ing solicitation forms. Percentage of sales 


jean be arranged. The Texas Observer, 


Drawer F, Capitol Station, Austin. } 


LEGALADS 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS | 


To each of the following persons and 
the heirs, the unknown heirs and legal | 





| representatives of such person, deceased; | 


each spouse and each unknown spouse of | 
each such person, and the heirs and the | 
unknown heirs and legal representatives | 
deceased: Thomas Eld- 
ridge; Ennis Ury; William Bugg; William | 
B. Clark; Elmyra Lavinia Clark; Martha 
Hicks; Mary E. Hicks; William Hicks; 
John P. Hutchinson; Benjamin F. Young; 
Isabella Young; Sherman Case; Jessee 
Burdett; Jessee Burditt; Jesse Burdett; 
Jesse Burditt; C. L. Jordan; Isabella G. 
Jordan; Wilson Hutchinson; Sarah Hutch- 
inson; Lavinia Hicks; A. R. Morris; J. N. 
Hamilton; W. J. Morris; A. R. Morris, 


Horn; Annie Hornsby; J. M. Hornsby; 
Mollie BE. Munnelee; S. E. Munnelee; Al- 


Lillian 
Gray Hewey; Mary R. Hessey; Mary R. 
Boyd; T. A. Boyd; J. E. Drennan; Wil- 
lard Drennan; defendants in the herein- 
after styled and numbered cause: 


You, and each of you, are hereby com- 
manded to appear before the 126th Dis- 
trict Court of Travis County, Texas, to be 
held at the courthouse of said county in 
the City of Austin, Travis County, Texas, 
at or before 19 o’clock A. M. of the first 
Monday after the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of issuance hereof; that is 
to say, at or before, 10 o'clock A.M. of 
Monday, the 9th day of May, 1955, and 
answer the petition of plaintiffs in Cause 


Elva L. Hickman, are plain- 
tiffs, and each of the above named per- 
sons, hereinabove designated as defend- 
ants, and the heirs, the unknown heirs 
and legal representatives of each such per- 
son, deceased, each spouse and each un- 
known spouse of each such person, and 
the heirs and unknown heirs and legal 
representatives of each such spouse, de- 
ceased, are defendants (said defendants 
being each and every defendant to whom 
this citation is addressed), filed in said 


and wife, 


| cuted by Mary R. 


| with the fence to 
| fence line; 
| Varas to an 





court on the 25th day of March, 


1955, and the nature of which said suit is 
as follows: being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of plaintiffs and 
against each of the defendants for title to 
and possession of the following described 
land in Travis County, Texas, to-wit: four 
(4) acres of land, more or less, having 
been at one time a part of the J. N. Ham- 
ilton 40-acre tract in the Thomas Eldridge 
Survey No. 26, and being all of that cer- 
tain tract of land conveyed by deed exe- 
Boyd and her husband, 
T. A. Boyd, on October 9, 1929, recorded 
in Book 442, at page 469, of the 
County Deed Records, save and except one 
(1) acre of land conveyed by Maggie Sel- 
lers to Logan Sellers by deed dated April 
19, 1937, recorded in Book 560, at page 
457, of the Travis County Deed Records, 


| said four (4) acre tract being described by 


metes and bounds as follows: BEGIN- 
NING at the Southwest corner of the said 
Hamilton 40-acre tract, which is also the 
Southeast corner of the Buttery tract; 
Thence North 30° East 275.5 varas along 
the West line of the said Hamilton tract 
an iron stake in the 
Thence South 60° East 102.5 
iron stake for a corner; 
Thence South 30° West 110.28 varas to a 
point for corner; Thence North 60° West 
34.17 varas to a point for corner; Thence 
South 30° West 165.22 varas to a point 
for corner; Thence North 60° West 68.35 
varas to the place of beginning; being the 
same land conveyed by Maggie Sellers to 
Van Sellers by deed dated February 24, 
1947, recorded in Book 843, at page 289, 
of the Travis County Deed Records, to- 
gether with all improvements located 
thereon. 

Plaintiffs allege that on January 1, 
1955, they were lawfully seized of said 
land in fee simple and that thereafter on 
said date the defendants, and each of 
them, unlawfully entered upon said prem- 
ises and dispossessed plaintiffs therefrom 
and now unlawfully withhold the same 
from plaintiffs to their damage in the sum 
of $5,000.00; and plaintiffs further allege 
that each of the defendants is asserting 
some character of title, claim or interest 
in said land and that all such claims are 
subordinate to plaintiffs’ right and title 
therein and that such claims of defend- 
ants cast a cloud upon plaintiffs’ title. 

WITNESS, O. T. Martin, Jr., Clerk of 
the 126th District Court of Travis County, 


Texas. 
Issued and given under my hand and 
the seal of said court at office in the City 


of Austin, this the 2°th day of March, 
A. D. 1955. 
O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the 126th District Court 
of Travis County, Texas 
By GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy 
51-4 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF TRAVIS 
Notice to Creditors of the Estate of 
Annie C. Neely, Deceased 
Notice is hereby given that letters testa- 
mentary upon the Estate of Annie C. 
Neely, Deceased, were granted to the un- 
dersigned, The Austin National Bank, on 
the 29th day of March, 1955, by the 
County Court of Travis County, Texas. 
All persons having claims against said 
Estate are hereby required to present the 
same to the undersigned within the time 
prescribed by law at 507 Congress Avenue 
or mail same to P. O. Drawer 35, Austin, 
Travis County, Texas. 
THE AUSTIN NATIONAL BANK 
By (s) B. C. TURNER, Trust Officer 
Ancillary Administrator of the Estate 
of Annie C. Neely, deceased. 
52-4 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 

TO Harold Willoughby Defendant, in 
the hereinafter styled and numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to appear 
before the 126th District Court of Travis 
County, Texas, to be held at the court- 
house of said county in the City of Aus- 
tin, Travis County, Texas, at or before 
10 o’clock A. M. of the first Monday after 
the expiration of 42 days from the date 
of issuance hereof; that is to say, at or 
before, 10 o’clock A. M. of Monday the 
30th day of May, 1955, and answer the 
petition of plaintiff in Cause Number 
101157, in which Helen Willoughby is 
Plaintiff and Harold Willoughby is de- 
fendant, filed in said Court on the 12th 


Travis | 








day of April, 1955, and the nature of 


which said suit is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for judg- 
ment in favor of Plaintiff and against 
Defendant for decree of divorce dissolving 
the bonds of matrimony heretofore and 
now existing between said parties; Plain- 
iff alleges cruel treatment on the part of 
Defendant towards her of such a nature as 
to render their further living together as 
husband and wife altogether insupport- 
able; Plaintiff further alleges that one 
child was born of said union; that plain- 
tiff should be awarded its care, custody 
and control and that defendant should be 
required to contribute to its support until 
it reaches the age of 18 years; Plaintiff 
further alleges that no community prop- 
erty was acquired; Plaintiff further prays 
for relief, general and special: 

All of which more fully appears from 
Plaintiff's Original Petition on file in 
this office; 

If this citation is not served within 90 
days after date of its issuance, it shall be 
returned unserved. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., Clerk 
of the District Courts of Travis County, 


Texas. 
Issued and given under my hand and 
the seal of said Court at office in the 


yw 4 of Austin, this the 12th day of April 
1955. 
O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts 
Travis County, Texas 
By (s) GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy 


April 22, 
San Antonio, 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Notice is hereby given that I, George J 
Stinnett, Sr., doing business under the 
firm name of Joint-Seal Engineering 
Company, intend to incorporate such firm 
without a change of the firm name after 
the expiration of 30 days from this date, 
the 22nd day of April, 1955. 

JOINT-SEAL ENGINEERING COMPANY 
By: George J. Stinnett, Sr., Owner 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Andrew Lee Johns Defendant, in the 
hereinafter styled and numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to appear 
before the 126th District Court of Travis 
County, Texas, to be held at the court- 
house of said county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or before 10 
o’clock A. M. of the first Monday after 
the expiration of 42 days from the date of 
issuance hereof; that is to say, at or be- 
fore, 10 o’clock A. M. of Monday the 6th 
day of June, 1955, and answer the petition 
of plaintiff in Cause Number 99,880, in 
which Frances Johns is Plaintiff and An- 
drew Lee Johns is defendant, filed in said 
Court on the 15th day of November, 1954, 
and the nature of which said suit is as 
follows : 

Being an action and prayer for judg- 
ment in favor of plaintiff and against De- 
fendant for decree of divorce dissolving 
the bonds of matrimony heretofore and 
now existing between said parties; Plain- 
tiff alleges cruel treatment on the part of 
Defendant towards her of such a nature 
as to render their further living together 
as husband and wife altogether insupport- 
able; Plaintiff further alleges that two 
children were born of said union, to-wit: 
Shirley Ann Johns, aged seven and Rose- 
mae Johns, age six and that plaintiff 
should be awarded their care, custody and 
control, and that defendant should be re- 
quired to contribute to the support and 
education of said children; Plaintiff fur- 
ther alleges that no community property 
is in issue; Plaintiff further prays for 
relief, general and special; 

All of which more fully appears from 
Plaintiff's Original Petition on file in this 
office ; 

If this citation is not served within 9 
days after date of its issuance, it shall be 
returned unserved. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., Clerk 
of the District Courts of Travis County, 
Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand and the 
seal of said Court at office in the City of 
Austin, this the 19th day of April, 1955. 

0. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts, 

Travis County, Texas. 
GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy 


1955 
Texas 
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